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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 8, 2006
Cameron honors McNair scholars, professor 
Cameron University Assistant Professor Danny McGuire and several McNair Scholars were recognized recently at the annual McNair Scholars Banquet. 

McGuire, who teaches chemistry at CU, received the O’Keeffe Award, which is given annually to a faculty member who demonstrated strength of academic character and service as a role model, teacher, researcher, leader, mentor, and advisor for McNair participants.

McNair Scholars Program Director Suzanne Aplin handed out the “Outstanding Scholar Award” to seniors Lionel Dabbs (English) and Valerie Toodle (chemistry). The award is given to the students who excel in several categories including: grade point average, conference presentations, and participation in program activities. Dabbs plans to enter graduate school in the fall, while Toodle will attend Johns Hopkins University. 

Several other graduating seniors were also recognized for their achievements including: Rosalinda Andersen (criminal justice), Anna Bueno (psychology), Michelle Churchwell (English), Dabbs (English), Jenny Jackson (business), Saundra Mitrovich (history), Sharon Rogers (psychology) and Toodle (chemistry).  

The 2006 McNair summer interns were announced at the end of the ceremony. The interns will work with selected faculty mentors on research projects during the summer months. The faculty members and students will then present their research at conferences across the country, receiving stipends and tuition waivers for their successful participation. 
(over)

McNair Scholars, ADD ONE
The following scholars were selected: Karisa Beacham (chemistry) with mentor McGuire; Patricia Dileo-Sanders (English) with mentor Vivian Thomlinson, Ph.D.; Saundra Mitrovich (history) with mentor Sarah Janda, Ph.D.; Kristina Ryland (business) with mentor Aubree Helvey, Ph.D.; Elizabeth Smith (elementary education) with mentor Sherry Reynolds, Ph.D.; Nathaniel Todd (political science) with mentor Tony Wohlers, Ph.D.; and Hong Yoon (mathematical sciences) with mentor Dragan Jankovic, Ph.D. 

The McNair Program commemorates the lifetime achievements of Ronald E. McNair, Ph.D., who received his Ph.D. in physics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and was the second African-American astronaut in space. He died in the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger in 1986. 
The McNair Scholars Program encourages and prepares first-generation and low-income or traditionally underrepresented students in higher education for doctoral study. 

Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, the McNair program is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstance. 
Cameron University currently hosts three other TRIO programs: Student Support Services, Upward Bound, and Educational Talent Search/Open Doors. The McNair Scholars Program receives approximately $220,861 annually to promote educational opportunity in Southwest Oklahoma. One hundred percent of the total costs of the McNair Scholars program are financed with federal money. 
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