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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 12, 2005

Buhite kicks off Festival VI lecture series with look into baseball, American culture
Russell D. Buhite, Ph.D, will throw out the first pitch of Cameron University’s Festival VI: CU in Good Health when he delivers the inaugural lectures of the academic festival entitled “Baseball and the American Mind.” 
Buhite’s lecture will explore the sport of baseball in the context of American culture. The lecture, which is free and open to the public, will be held at 8 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 15, in University Theatre, located on CU’s main campus in Lawton. 

“We are honored to have Dr. Buhite offer the first lecture of Festival VI,” said Sally Soelle, Ph.D., festival coordinator. “The appeal of his lecture transcends the realm of athletics to encompass our entire culture. Sports fans and non-sports fans alike will enjoy his presentation. His insight and experiences are truly amazing.” 
There will be a reception and a book-signing in the theatre lobby following Buhite’s presentation. Buhite’s book, Calls to Arms: Presidential Letters, Messages and Declarations of War, is currently available in the Cameron bookstore and will be sold in the university theatre lobby prior to the lecture.  

Faculty and students in CU’s department of history and government will sponsor the Buhite lecture, and the presentation is funded by the university’s Lectures and Concerts Committee with support from the History and Political Science honor societies and student organizations.

(over)

Buhite, ADD ONE
Buhite earned his Ph.D. in history at Michigan State University and he has enjoyed a distinguished career as a university professor and nationally-known expert on diplomatic history and American foreign policy, lecturing across the United States. 
As a former first baseman in Major League Baseball, Buhite has offered university-level courses in sports history and recently published, The Continental League and Its Western Carolina League Affiliate: Branch Rickey’s Second Finest Hour in The North Carolina Historical Review.  
Buhite’s teaching career includes appointments at the University of Oklahoma, the University of Tennessee, where he served as department chair, and the University of Missouri-Rolla, where he returned to full-time teaching after serving for five years as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. 
Buhite’s publications in history are numerous and significant, including his Decisions at Yalta, FDR’s Fireside Chats, Lives at Risk: Hostages and Victims in American Foreign Policy, and his most recent work, Calls to Arms: Presidential Letters, Messages and Declarations of War. 
Festival VI: CU in Good Health will continue throughout the Fall and Spring semesters. Organizers have planned a variety of events which will address a broad spectrum of health concerns, including exercise and physical fitness, competitive sports, nutrition and wellness, intellectual fitness, and public health policy.
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