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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 16, 2008
CU professor teams with museum on exhibit
Cameron University Associate Professor of History and Government Sarah Janda, Ph.D. has worked with the Museum of the Great Plains to open a new temporary exhibition to celebrate Black History Month.  "Composed Portraits: Defining African American Citizenship” will open at the Museum of the Great Plains with a reception from 6-8 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 2.   The exhibit will run through March 23.  

The exhibit is composed of 30 images printed from glass-plate negatives in the McCoy Studio Collection, accompanied by text written by Janda.  The glass-plate negatives were donated by James and Wilma Julian in 1975.  The couple found the plates in several large boxes in their attic when they moved into their new home in Lawton.  After searching through old deeds at the Comanche County Courthouse, it was discovered that the house was built in 1921 by Ogle H. McCoy, a Lawton photographer.
“Ultimately, these photographs represent the hopes and dreams of people whose everyday experience lacked the easy gentility conveyed in their portraits,” Janda explains in the exhibit.  “They lived under rigid segregation in a society that would not easily or willingly grant them the rights guaranteed in the constitutional amendments following the Civil War.  And yet, they found a way to create a historical record of their efforts to become full participants in American society.”    
After the conclusion of the exhibition in March, museum staff will search for grants to turn it into a traveling exhibition.  
“We believe people outside of Lawton will be excited to view these exquisite photographs and read the 
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insightful history of African Americans’ citizenship,” said Deborah Baroff, head curator at the Museum of the Great Plains.
The Museum of the Great Plains, located at 601 SW Ferris, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays and from 1-5 p.m. on Sundays.  For more information call 581-3460.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
