[image: image1.jpg]WWw.cameron. edu i

2800 W. Gore Blvd. 580-581-2211 |

Lawton, OK 735?5 aaaaa ﬂ@camer




For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Mar. 7, 2008
PHOTOS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Cameron announces Centennial Celebration events and speakers
As Cameron University stands on the brink of its 100th year of changing lives through education, plans are underway to celebrate this milestone event in CU history.  During the 2008-2009 academic year, Cameron will celebrate its 100th birthday. In preparation for the university’s Centennial Celebration, Cameron President Cindy Ross announced some of the highlights planned to honor the landmark occasion during a press conference today in the Shepler Ballroom on Cameron’s main campus in Lawton.

“This is a remarkable moment in the history of Cameron University,” Ross said. “As we prepare to complete Cameron’s first century, the events of this year will celebrate our rich past and provide vision for our first steps into the second century.”

Building momentum leading up to the Centennial Celebration, Cameron will host the 2008 commencement ceremony on May 9 at 7:30 p.m. at Cameron Stadium.  This year’s commencement address will be given by the first woman to pilot and command an American spacecraft, astronaut Col. Eileen Collins.  Following Collins’s inspiring remarks and the commencement ceremony, graduates and guests will enjoy a spectacular fireworks display.

Cameron will officially kick off its Centennial Celebration on August 22 with a multi-faceted event and concerts.  The event will begin mid-afternoon and last into the evening with a party and activities for all to enjoy.  The university will host a carnival-style family event with food, fun, games and birthday cake, 
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of course, north of Cameron Stadium.  Up-and-coming red dirt music artist Johnny Cooper will also perform live during the afternoon event.  
The kick-off celebration will move to Cameron Stadium that evening as Cameron students, alumni and friends fill the stadium to enjoy the festivities.  Plans for the celebration inside the stadium include the thrill of parachute jumps, the music and pageantry of tribal dancers, a concert by The Oak Ridge Boys and a grand finale fireworks display with Centennial flavor.

“The Centennial Celebration Kick-Off will be the perfect launch for Cameron’s year-long celebration, and we are proud to share this historic occasion with the community,” Ross said.
Following the opening activities, “Flags of Our Fathers” author James Bradley will kick off a series of speaking events planned for the Centennial Celebration on October 21.  Bradley burst onto the national scene as an author in 2000 as his book was named “The New York Times” number one bestseller.  Bradley’s presentation, “Doing the Impossible,” draws upon vast research into the Pacific War and addresses the mindset it takes to achieve success – both in combat and in life.  

The next month, inspirational coach and mentor Beverly Kearney will entertain listeners with her inspiring stories of coaching and mentoring some of today’s finest athletes to achieve their greatest successes. Recognized as one of the most successful coaches in the history of track and field, Kearney was inducted into the prestigious International Women’s Sports Hall of Fame in 2004.  After a near fatal car accident in 2002, doctors told her she would never walk again.  She defied the odds and is a living example that the impossible is still possible despite obstacles.
On Feb. 19, 2009, author, syndicated political columnist and television panelist George Will will visit Cameron’s campus to present his discussion, “The Political Argument Today,” which presents penetrating and incisive commentary on the Washington political scene and offers a glimpse into what the future holds for public affairs, public policy and American society.  Will’s newspaper column has been syndicated by 
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 “The Washington Post” since 1974 and appears twice weekly in nearly 500 newspapers in the United States and Europe.  He also won a Pulitzer Prize in 1977, is a contributing writer to “Newsweek” magazine and is the author of two bestselling books on baseball – “Men at Work: The Craft of Baseball” and “Bunts: Curt Flood, Camden Yards, Pete Rose, and Other Reflections on Baseball.”
Cameron’s 2009 commencement will serve as the closing event of the Centennial Celebration and the university has enlisted Al Roker, host and weatherman for NBC’s “Today” show, to make the event 
unforgettable.  For nearly 30 years, Roker has built a unique place in television history.  He is much loved and respected by his vast audiences in TV, print and literature.  In his commencement address, Roker will inject the same charisma and sense of humor that have propelled him to number one in American hearts.

“We are thrilled to bring these remarkable individuals to Cameron University to share their extraordinary stories and messages with students, alumni and all of Southwest Oklahoma and beyond,” Ross said.  “Their presentations will inspire as we move toward Cameron’s second century of changing lives through education.”

Throughout the Centennial Observance year, Cameron will host a variety of other events and activities to celebrate the monumental achievement in CU’s history.  Each of Cameron’s four schools will feature academic and social opportunities for students, faculty, staff and the community.  Plans underway include artistic events, dynamic speakers and presentations from distinguished alumni from the various schools.

CU’s Office of Student Activities will coordinate various student groups on campus to provide a variety of programming opportunities with Centennial flare to celebrate this exciting year.  A special flashback series will be held featuring different decades in Cameron history.  In addition, plans are in progress to add new events such as a comedian performance and a concert as special activities for students during the celebration.
In the spirit of looking back at the university’s rich history, it is only fitting to preserve this history for those who will celebrate Cameron’s next 100 years.  The university will prepare materials for inclusion in a 50-year and 100-year time capsule to be preserved on campus.  
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Nothing tells the story of a university like its students, faculty, staff, alumni and supporters.  With this in mind, KCCU will capture a series of oral histories from a broad range of CU constituents to gain and preserve those priceless anecdotes that reflect Cameron’s character.  The recordings will be played throughout the Centennial Year on KCCU and will be archived for future reference.

Following the completion of the Centennial Celebration, the university will publish a historical monograph of 
Cameron University’s first 100 years.  This book will be written by Sarah Eppler Janda, Ph.D.  Janda is a Cameron University Associate Professor of History and Government and the author of “Beloved Women: The Political Lives of Ladonna and Wilma Mankiller,” published in 2007.  The monograph will serve as a lasting tribute to CU’s founding and growth over the past century, providing valuable resources for future generations to understand and appreciate the university’s rich past.

Upon completion of the Centennial Student Activities Complex, Cameron will host a Centennial Ball in celebration of the opening of the student complex and the university’s first steps into its second century.  The formal affair will feature exquisite dining and dancing.
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