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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 26, 2005

CU portfolio program reaches milestones;

profits to benefit scholarship endowment
For the past 16 years, the Cameron University Portfolio Management I and II classes have profited both educationally and financially from the opportunity to invest real money.  
During the Spring 2005 semester, the classes continued that tradition of smart investing and, in the process, achieved two financial milestones. 
With earnings this semester, the portfolio management program, operated through the CU School of Business, has now surpassed the $250,000 mark in profits. It has also yielded more than $150,000 in donations to the Cameron University Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that accepts tax deductible gifts to enhance the quality of higher education available at the university. 
Much of this success comes from a $1 million line of credit extended by the BancFirst Corp., Cameron’s private partner in this project. This line of credit allows students in the portfolio program to learn about investing and financial management by using real money in actual situations, rather than by learning through mock scenarios in the classroom.
“Having the ability to invest real money provides a real-world learning environment for our students,” said T.K. Bhattacharya, a business professor at Cameron and advisor for the portfolio program. “The students are able to see the risks and the rewards of investing wisely. We are very thankful to BancFirst for its gracious partnership.” 

(over)

scholarship, ADD ONE
Students from the portfolio classes announced at their recent end-of-the-semester banquet that the successful semester has raised the total money earned by the program to $261,000 since 1988 and total contributions to the CU Foundation to $159,000.  
H.E. “Gene” Rainbolt, chairman of BancFirst Corp., was the keynote speaker at the banquet and shared with CU students his experiences with various investment and entrepreneurial enterprises over the years.  
As a result of the latest success of the portfolio program, BancFirst presented another $20,000 to the CU Foundation. This donation will be added to $20,000 given by the corporation at the end of the Fall 2004 semester to further enhance the Cameron/BancFirst Investment Portfolio Endowed Scholarship. Interest earnings from this fund will be used to provide scholarships to CU business majors.
“Our students put in a lot of work and a lot of expertise into the portfolio classes,” said Bhattacharya. “Using the profits from their success to give other students an opportunity to learn speaks of the caliber of students we have here at Cameron.” 
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Editors and Broadcasters: A high quality jpeg photograph of the check passing is available upon request. For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 
Photo caption information: From right, H.E. “Gene” Rainbolt, chairman of BancFirst Corp., and Doug Meier, president of BancFirst in Lawton, present a $20,000 check on behalf of the Cameron University School of Business to Cameron University President Cindy Ross and retired Maj. Gen. Tony Stricklin, treasurer of the Cameron University Foundation. The donation will be added to the $20,000 raised from the Fall 2005 class to support an endowed scholarship fund for future business students. 

