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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 8, 2004

Special to media in the Tulsa/Broke Arrow area

Cameron University professors recognized by OU Regents for award-winning work
Three Cameron University professors were recently commended for exemplary accomplishments in their respective fields during a meeting of the Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma.
The board – which also governs Cameron and Rogers State University in addition to its leadership of OU – met last week in Lawton on the CU campus.
The three – associate communication professor Dr. Matt Jenkins, English professor Mark Spencer and foreign languages professor Dr. George Stanley – were introduced to regents by CU President Cindy Ross, who called attention to recognition each had received in recent weeks.  Jenkins had produced an award-winning documentary, “Pray’s Passion,” while Spencer had received a superior review for one of his novels and Stanley had just published the latest in a series of historical biographies for young people. 
Jenkins’ documentary chronicles the story of Glenn Pray, president and owner of the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Company in Broken Arrow.  In 1960 he succeeded at what many others had failed to do, build and sell a new car.  And not only did he do it once, he did it again and again.  First he introduced a modern version of the Cord automobile.  Then he introduced a modern version of the Auburn Speedster.  
 (over)

honors, ADD ONE
“Pray’s Passion” was honored as best documentary at the Bare Bones International Film Festival in May, then was accepted into the 2004 deadCENTER Film Festival, held in Oklahoma City in June.
As a member of the Cameron faculty, Jenkins earned the prestigious Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Award for Teaching Excellence in 2001.  His credits include “Historical Treasures, Stories of Our Past: The U.S.S. Nautilus,” a documentary covering the first nuclear-powered submarine to cross the North Pole which premiered at the Greenwich International Film Festival.
Stanley, a noted children’s author, has written more than 80 volumes during his career, including works for the popular Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew detective series. He also has several to his own credit, including the “Spinetinglers,” “Scaredy Cats” and “Adam Sharp” mysteries, which also target young readers.
His latest work, a biography on the life of President Harry Truman, was published this spring as part of Simon and Schuster’s “Childhood of Famous Americans” series. The book is a fictional, yet historically accurate, account of Truman’s life and details many little-known facts about his childhood.
Stanley has already written two other volumes in the series, on Geronimo and Andrew Jackson, and his book on the life of children’s television personality Fred Rogers will be published later this year. 
Spencer was recently awarded a perfect 5-star review for his novel, The Weary Motel by national bookseller Amazon books.  Originally published in 2000, The Weary Motel was the winner of that year’s Omaha Prize for the Novel, a national writer's competition.
Spencer has been honored on multiple occasions for his writing. In 1988, he won the Patrick T.T. Bradshaw Book Award for Spying on Lovers, a collection of short stories. In 1996, he won the Faulkner Award for Fiction for his short novel, Only Missing. 
In all, he has authored more than 25 articles, 50 short stories and such books as Wedlock and Love and Reruns in Adams County.
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