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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 21, 2004

PLUS students arrive on Cameron’s campus

Each year Cameron University welcomes 25 bright and talented high school graduates to campus as a part of its Presidential Leaders and University Scholars program.  The PLUS program’s focus is on the development of these already-talented students into true leaders who will be prepared to enter the “real world” and make immediate impacts in leadership roles.  
Becoming a part of the PLUS scholarship program is no easy task.  Director Jennifer Holland describes how Cameron selects the area’s top students in an intensive process.
“PLUS is a very prestigious scholarship,” Holland noted. “Students are selected based on their leadership experience, involvement in the community, grade point average, ACT scores, an essay on the topic of volunteerism and a formal interview. We are very selective in the process and feel that we have a great group of first-year students.”
This year’s freshman PLUS class brings to Cameron students with already-evident leadership skills in the classroom, on the playing fields and in their communities, including two student council presidents, two yearbook editors, four cheerleading captains and an impressive seven valedictorians.  
Students from this year’s class have served in leadership positions in their communities as members of musical groups, Key Club, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Junior Leadership of Lawton-Fort Sill and in 

(over)

plus, ADD ONE
their churches, all of which they feel prepared them to participate in and eventually act as leaders at CU.  
According to PLUS freshman Amanda Ihler of Lawton, she is “…mostly looking forward to meeting new people and becoming more involved on campus.  There’s so much going on around CU’s campus; PLUS will help introduce [her] to these new activities.”
For first-year PLUS students, activities center around easing the difficult transition from secondary to higher education.  Before the semester even begins, the students, along with PLUS advisors, go on a trip where they engage in teambuilding and leadership exercises.  When school starts, all PLUS students are enrolled in a course called “University Life” in which they learn such necessary college skills as time management, goal setting and stress reduction.  During the second semester of their freshman year, students attend both a student government and a faculty council meeting in order to acquaint them with leadership as it is practiced in a university setting.
In their second year on campus, PLUS students continue in their training by participating in at least two leadership sessions per semester.  Topics of these seminars include leadership theory, communication skills, group dynamics and problem solving.
Third-year PLUS education is focused on the extremely important skills needed to give a presentation.  Students are organized into small groups and given the task of presenting a problem facing universities to the rest of the group.  Problem-solving and debate skills are also developed as the group addresses the issue that has been presented.
In their final year, PLUS students find themselves considering the career choices that they will face after graduation.  The PLUS program training for their senior year emphasizes the development of skills needed upon entering the work force.  Students attend meetings on subjects like resume preparation, interviewing skills and making wise career choices.
PLUS scholars graduate from Cameron with not only the necessary skills and knowledge to enter the work force, but with the ability to approach the pursuit of a career with the utmost confidence that they are prepared to serve as true leaders.  This year’s PLUS students feel that the program will assist them in becoming constructive and contributing leaders in society.  

(more)

plus, ADD TWO
Elizabeth Yocham of Crescent believes that involvement in the program will, “show others that [PLUS students] care and are determined to make a difference whether it be through continued leadership or through just voicing what is right when no one else well.”  
Jordan Ferguson, a graduate of Lawton Christian School, looks to his experiences as a PLUS scholar to “encourage [him] to have a sense of hard work and integrity in the world outside of college.”   

Holland, who was a PLUS scholar herself after graduating from Frederick High School, comments on the success of the program.
“It’s amazing to watch the students as they transition from year to year,” she said. “The growth in their leadership abilities is amazing, and it is rewarding to celebrate their successes with them!” 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.  To help you personalize your coverage, a complete list of Cameron’s PLUS participants, listed by hometown then year in program, follows.
Apache:

Year 2: Shaun Heath.

Binger-Oney:

Year 2: Jessica Haskins.

Cache: 

Year 1: Brian Kriss.

Year 2: Stacy Gee.

Year 3: Ross Foster.

Chattanooga: 

Year 1: Jarrett Bailey.

Year 3: Rachel Foster.

Crescent: 

Year 1: Elizabeth Yocham.

Duncan: 

Year 1: Haley Orso.

Year 4: Christina Buben.

Durant: 

Year 2: Brad Aycock.
Elgin:

Year 2: Kenzie Claunch.

Year 4: Danni Wallace.

Fletcher: 

Year 1: Chad Lewis and Jennifer Raney.

Year 2: Brenna Sanders.

Year 3: Jesse Wilson.

Frederick: 

Year 3: Katheryn Cole and Jenny Jackson.

Grandfield: 

Year 1: Denver Merryfield.

Lawton: 

Year 1: Kristina Anderson, Heather Ballou, Kristyna Coleman, Melissa Colin, Scott Corwin, Jordan Ferguson, Janica Hall, Noelle Horvath, Amanda Ihler, Jennifer Jones, Jacob Russell, Ashley Tate, and Christopher Zerzavy. 
Year 2: Ryan Alley, Kyle Cabelka, Christine Chavez, Eryn Landrum, Adam Perry, Sabrina Quiles, Ashley Rikard, Angelica Rodriguez, Malinda Rust, Marsha Taylor, Shanda Thompson, Sarah Vodochosky, and Ryan Weber.
Year 3: Jillian Coleman, Tara Collins, Christopher Corral, Melanie Gloden, Silas Knight, Krista Lemley, Megan Marple, Nicole Mulligan, Frank Myers, Briana O’Malley, Alex Pena, Lauren Slate, Megan Spray, and Gavin Wiley.

Year 4: Jennifer Adrian, Trey Fox, Kyle Head, Brittny Loveless, C.J. Nelson, Crystal Oliver, Brad Passmore, Megan Smith, Courtney Weber, and Keith Wright.

Marlow: 

Year 1: Laura Coast and Kristal Maxwell.

Piedmont: 

Year 2: Sara Outhier.

Randlett: 

Year 1: Stephen Dilks.

Snyder:

Year 4: Kaci Michael.

Sterling:

Year 1: Allie Sanders.

Temple:

Year 2: Mylinda Brown.

Year 3: William Spannagel.

Tipton: 

Year 4: Justin White.

Walters: 

Year 1: Melissa Long.

Year 3: Samantha Morris and Crystal Parrish. 
