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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 5, 2004

Open house to show off WOSC-CU nursing program

What began last summer as an initiative between two higher education institutions and hospitals in three Southwest Oklahoma communities has grown into a training program designed to put more registered nurses in local hospitals.
The public has an opportunity to learn more about this unique program during a Feb. 12 open house on the campus of Cameron University in Lawton.  Western Oklahoma State College will sponsor the event from noon until 2 p.m in Burch Hall 202.
Visitors can tour an interactive classroom that links students in Lawton and Altus with professors, said Carol Kendrix, WOSC’s Director of Allied Health.  Kendrix, who oversees the training, will be on hand to answer questions, as will two of the nursing program’s instructors, Lori Murray and Alice Smith.
The nursing program is a venture that would not be possible without support from the local medical community. Four area hospitals joined forces last summer to provide the necessary funding, sparing Cameron and Western at a time when state funding is critically low. 
Medical partners in this initiative are Comanche County Memorial Hospital and Southwestern Medical Center in Lawton, Duncan Regional Hospital and Memorial Hospital and Physicians Group in Frederick.

(over)

open house, ADD ONE
Research indicated that the current output of qualified registered nurses is not adequate to keep up with demand.  Not only are critical shortages being reported from all sectors of the healthcare community, the addition of a new veteran’s hospital in Lawton has increased demand for qualified nurses in Southwest Oklahoma.
Through the agreement, Western’s faculty — based at Cameron — provide registered nursing instruction and supervise required clinical experiences in Lawton hospitals. In addition, nursing students living in and around Lawton can obtain prerequisite general education and support courses via coursework taken at Cameron. 
Nursing instruction is provided through classroom instruction at Cameron, as well as via interactive distance learning originating from WOSC’s campus.
Students completing the registered nursing course of study are awarded an associate degree from Western.   Those who earn the degree have an opportunity to continue working toward a bachelor’s degree by applying to a University of Oklahoma nursing program also taught at Cameron.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Alice Newman, WOSC Director of Public Information, at 580.477.7701, or Keith Mitchell, CU Director of Government & Community Relations, at 580.581.2211.
