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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 18, 2005

Enrollment in summer school beneficial for incoming freshman, CU official says
Current national trends indicate many incoming freshmen are finding it beneficial to start college during the summer semester rather than waiting until fall, according to one Cameron University official. 

Dr. Larry Kruse, Vice President for Student Services, said while the summer school opportunity has been available for decades, it’s become an increasingly popular option in the last few years.

“Trends in several states, including Florida and Texas, show students prefer to start their college experience in the summer because it allows them to become more familiar with the campus in a more relaxed setting than the fall permits,” Kruse said.  “They learn their way around campus and find out about various university programs, such as math labs and writing labs.”  
Kruse added that freshmen who enroll in the summer semester enjoy smaller class sizes and have the opportunity to meet other students, many of whom will also be freshmen in the fall. Additionally, students who had trouble in high school with subjects such as math or English can receive extra assistance during the summer to help them clear those academic hurdles.

“Gaining familiarity with the campus, acquiring knowledge of classroom expectations and coursework, and developing friendships before the arrival of the other freshmen in the fall are three good reasons for starting college in the summer,” Kruse said.    “Another more pragmatic reason from the standpoint of expenses is 
(over)
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that typically across the nation, rising tuition rates at state colleges and universities don’t kick in until the fall semester. Students can earn next year’s college credits at last year’s prices.”

To assist students who might want to begin their college careers early, but still have time for other summer activities, Cameron is offering two, four-week sessions this year, in addition to the regular eight-week term. 

“Students can have the best of both worlds,” said Dr. Gary Buckley, CU’s Vice President for Academic Affairs. “By attending one of the four-week sessions, a student can earn college credits and still have time for a summer job and a vacation. While this is the first time Cameron has used a short-course format during the summer, it has proven successful during the regular fall and spring semesters.”

Summer classes begin at Cameron on June 1.  
For more information about summer enrollment, visit the CU Admissions Office in North Shepler 227, or call 580/581-2230.
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