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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 17, 2005
New VA program offers Reserves, National Guard additional assistance for college
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Cameron University Veterans Affairs (CU-VA) office announced today it has received information on the creation of a new VA Education Benefit Chapter, which could aid Cameron students. 
Chapter 1607, the Reserve Educational Assistance Program (REAP), was recently established as a part of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005. It is a new Department of Defense (DOD) education benefit program designed to provide educational assistance to members of the Reserve and National Guard components called to active duty in response to a war or national emergency as declared by the President or Congress. 
The DOD and Department of Homeland Security will determine who is eligible for this program. Interested individuals must meet all requirements. Individuals can apply now for Chapter 1607 benefits; however, the Department of Defense, Department of Homeland Security, and the Department of Veteran Affairs have not determined when full implementation will begin. 
“I want to encourage all students who plan on attending Cameron University and think they might be eligible to please contact our office for assistance with the application process,” said Vicki Henson, coordinator of CU-VA office. “If a student applies now, when implementation does begin their application is on file with the Department of Veteran Affairs.” 
If a student is eligible for Chapter 1607 REAP benefits they can receive up to 36 months of educational assistance. 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Individuals uncertain of their eligibility for Veteran Affairs educational benefits can contact the Muskogee Veteran Affairs Regional Processing Office at 1.888.442.4551 or visit the National Veteran Affairs Education Web site at www.gibill.va.gov. Other inquiries about VA benefits can be obtained by calling 1.800.827.1000. 

Students may also contact the CU-VA office at 580.581.2301 or stop the office, located in North Shepler Tower 332 on Cameron’s main campus in Lawton. 
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