[image: image1.png]R, News Release

ity Relations

CAMERON Government & Communi

UNIVERSITY {300 50750 e
Lawton, OK 73505

thescoop@cameron.edu





For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 21, 2006
Henson receives WAVES Presidential Award
Vicki Henson, Coordinator of Veteran Affairs at Cameron University, recently received special recognition at the Western Association of Veteran Educational Specialists (WAVES) Conference in Tulsa. 

Henson was presented the prestigious WAVES Presidential Award for her numerous years of dedication to the organization, which is composed of representatives from post secondary educational institutions that assist veterans in receiving their educational benefits. 
Henson is one of only two individuals in the WAVES’ 14 state region to receive the Presidential Award this year. 
“This is a tremendous honor, one that I will always treasure,” Henson said. “Assisting veterans is my life’s work, and I will continue to strive toward improving the issues that impact our veterans.” 
Henson served as First Vice President and Conference Chair for WAVES this year. The conclusion of the 2006 WAVES conference marked the fifth time Henson served as the Conference Chair. She will once again serve as First Vice President during 2007, which means she will chair the 2007 conference in Spokane, Wash. 

The Presidential Award is the second major award Henson has received from WAVES. In 2003, Henson received the WAVES Bill Pearson Outstanding Lifetime Achievement Award. This award was established to honor the life’s work of Muskogee’s first Education Regional Processing Office Director. This award honors those individuals having made outstanding contributions through constructive participation in veterans’ organizations and demonstrated a deep sense of caring for veterans as exemplified by Mr. Pearson. 
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Henson, ADD ONE
The WAVES organization consists of institutions within the Muskogee VA Regional processing office (RPO) territory. Currently, Muskogee serves 14 states in the western United States. The Muskogee RPO is one of four regional processing offices nationally, processing about 40 percent of all VA Educational benefit claims nationally. 
“One of the main goals of the WAVES organization is to provide a forum to facilitate the interchange of ideas and information about veterans’ educational benefits, and to foster communication between all concerned institutions on matters affecting the education of veterans,” Henson said. “I am proud to be a member and a leader of an organization dedicated to assisting our veterans.”  

Henson has been active in veterans’ issues for many years at the state, regional and national levels. She served as the National Association of Veteran Program Administrator’s (NAVPA) Conference Program chair in 1992. 

Additionally, she was on the Executive Board for NAVPA in 1993 and on the Board of Directors as Region 6 representative in 1992 and 1993. On a state level, Henson has twice served as the President of the Oklahoma Association of Veteran Coordinators and Counselors (OAVCC) in 1989 and then again in 2005. Henson has held numerous other offices over the years with-in the state organization. 
Henson received the Marshall Webb Award for Life Time Achievement in recognition of meritorious service to OAVCC and the veterans of the state of Oklahoma in 1992. 
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