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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 7, 2004

Henry signs bill making Duncan Higher Ed Center a branch campus of Cameron University
Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry has signed legislation making the Duncan Higher Education Center a branch campus of Cameron University. The bill was filed with the Secretary of State earlier today.
House Bill 2624 was approved by the House on April 29 by a 68-23 margin after passing the Senate unanimously, 44-0.
“Ten years ago the city of Duncan made a commitment to provide its citizens with convenient access to higher education. The approval of House Bill 2624 and recognition of this satellite campus of Cameron University formalizes that commitment,” said State Rep. Jari Askins (D-Duncan), the bill’s primary author.
“A highly educated workforce is a key factor in the success of any economic development plan,” Askins added. “Businesses in the Duncan area will continue to reap the economic benefit of recruiting from a growing stream of local graduates, and employees will have enhanced opportunities to further their educational goals.”
Cameron has been delivering college courses to Duncan for nearly 20 years – first at Duncan High School and then later at the Duncan Higher Education Center after representatives of the community approached the university about building a facility expressly for that purpose. After unsuccessful attempts to secure state dollars to build the center, citizens found a way to build it themselves.
Land was donated for the project and the building’s construction was paid for with $1.3 million in unencumbered municipal funds provided through the Duncan Economic Development Authority.  The DHEC opened in August 1994, and has been operated as a joint effort of the City of Duncan, the Red River Technology Center and Cameron.
Designating the center as a branch campus of Cameron incurs no additional cost to Oklahoma taxpayers.  
“There are no construction costs, no additional administrative costs, and no new operational costs,” said CU president Cindy Ross.  “No financial support was requested because everything involved in this operation has been in place for a decade.”
The legislation greatly benefits students in Duncan and Stephens County who use the center, since they will no longer have to pay a $20/credit hour fee for remote delivery of classes after the branch campus designation takes effect on July 1.
Student enrollment has increased dramatically since the DHEC opened.  Last fall, the student population jumped 11 percent over the previous year, and current enrollment – which stands at more than 600 students – is 35 percent higher than it was a year ago. 
The growth of the Duncan campus and its vital role in the city’s economic development efforts made this legislative session a prime opportunity to seek the branch campus designation.
“Duncan’s civic leaders understood that a strong university presence attracts new business and industry and supports the educational needs of local citizens,” said Ross. “Cameron and the people of Duncan simply asked that their relationship be formalized.  It was time to take the center, which is not officially recognized in either statute or State Regents’ policy, to the next level.”
The presence of a higher education entity in Duncan is also important to “Oklahoma’s EDGE,” an economic development initiative promoted by Governor Henry.
“A prime concept of EDGE is that Oklahoma needs more college graduates if it is to prosper economically,” Ross said. “Not only does designating Duncan as a branch campus enhance Cameron’s ability to fulfill its mission of providing quality higher education to Southwest Oklahoma, it helps create the college-educated 
workforce that will drive economic development.”
Mayor Al Hinshaw was pleased with news that Henry has signed the legislation.
“Duncan considers passage of the legislation to be a significant event that brings greater value to the City of Duncan, to Stephens County and to our old friend – and now new citizen – Cameron University,” Hinshaw said.  “We look forward to a new and growing relationship.”
House Bill 2624’s other authors include state representatives Don Armes (R-Faxon), Abe Deutschendorf (D-Lawton), Joe Dorman (D-Rush Springs), Ron Kirby (D-Lawton), Ray McCarter (D-Marlow) and Lucky Lamons (D-Tulsa) and state senators Daisy Lawler (D-Duncan), Jim Maddox (D-Lawton) and Sam Helton (D-Lawton) were the bill’s Senate authors.  
Armes, Deutschendorf, Lamons, Lawler and Helton all attended Cameron.
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