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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 17, 2005

CU professor’s documentary film premiers next week at Leslie Powell Art Gallery 

Dr. Matt Jenkins wants you to climb aboard the S.S. John W. Brown, one of the most notable and historic liberty ships, and take a journey back in time to World War II.
Jenkins, an associate communication professor at Cameron University, has directed a documentary concerning the history of the S.S. John W. Brown. The film’s premiere is set for at 7 p.m., Friday, Feb. 25, at the Leslie Powell Art Gallery, 620 SW D Ave. in Lawton. 

Jenkins and two CU graduates – brothers Charles and James Stanley – spent three days filming aboard the S.S. John W. Brown in June as the ship made its 60th Living History Cruise down the Chesapeake Bay.

“Producing the documentary over the John W. Brown was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” Jenkins said. “To witness a steam-reciprocating engine in action was fantastic. The people who serve aboard her are highly dedicated to preserving the ship as a memorial to the merchant marine, the Navy Armed Guard and to the people working in the shipyards who built liberty ships. It is my hope that this documentary captures that dedication.”

(over)

documentary, ADD ONE

Known as the “cargo-carrying key to victory,” Liberty Ships such as the Brown played a major role in World War II. The John W. Brown is one of the last remaining intact Liberty Ships and serves as an educational and historical tool. The Brown continued its work as a school ship in New York Harbor until the early 1980s. 

“The SS. John W. Brown is more than just one of the last remaining educational and historical Liberty Ships, it stands as a living memorial to those who served and sacrificed their lives for freedom,” Jenkins said.

As a member of the CU faculty, Jenkins earned the prestigious “Hackler Award for Teaching Excellence” in 2001. His documentary credits include “Historical Treasures,” and “Stories of Our Past: The U.S.S. Nautilus,” a documentary covering the first nuclear-powered submarine to cross the North Pole. The latter documentary premiered at the Greenwich International Film Festival.

Another of Jenkins' documentary films, “Pray’s Passion,” earned best documentary honors at the 2004 Bare Bones International Film Festival and a best of festival award at the 2004 Berkeley Video and Film Festival.

Admission to the S.S. John W. Brown premiere is free and open to the general public. For more information, call the Leslie Powell Art Gallery at 580/357-9526.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.  

                             Interviews with Dr. Jenkins can be arranged by calling 580.581.5510.

