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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 20, 2007
More freshman, graduate students at CU
Cameron University’s first-time freshman enrollment is up nearly four percent compared to last year.  The University boasts 28 more first-time freshmen with 748 enrolled full-time.  More graduate students are also enrolled at Cameron this semester with 395 students enrolled in graduate courses, up 21 students compared to Fall 2006.  
Cameron University’s Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management and Coordinator for the Office of Graduate Studies Lance Janda, Ph.D., noted the increases are significant considering the decrease in the number of students graduating from high school in Southwest Oklahoma and the decline in the number of military students and their dependents since Sept. 11, 2001.  
Since that time, enrollment of military students and their dependents has dropped 44 percent (658 students), and the number of Southwest Oklahoma high school graduates has fallen 22 percent (850 students).  Although Cameron’s total headcount for Fall 2007 is down slightly, enrollment at the University has grown overall by 336 students or 6.2 percent since 2001 despite reductions in available students.

Janda credits the increase in first-time freshman enrollment to Cameron’s outstanding faculty, quality academic programs and enhancements being made to the University’s campuses.

“We’ve renovated many areas within the Shepler Center, planted trees and enhanced our landscaping, expanded our food service offerings, and improved student services,” Janda said.  “By the time our freshmen graduate, they will be able to enjoy a new, state-of-the-art School of Business, a new Student Activities Complex, an expanded Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies, and new 
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green space and a pond in the Centennial Gardens, and that’s exciting to them.” 
Cameron recently revamped its Masters of Education program and has embarked on a number of joint graduate programs with other universities.  Janda said these efforts coupled with a dramatic expansion of CU’s tuition waiver awards have drawn more graduate students to Cameron.
In addition, more Cameron students are living on campus this semester compared to Fall 2006.  Cameron Village is home to 234 students which is full capacity and has a waiting list. Shepler Center houses 206 students, compared to 185 last year.  The 440 represents the largest number of students living on Cameron’s campus since the Fall 1992 semester and is an increase of nine percent over last year.
“Cameron University offers its students fantastic facilities and wonderful staff,” said Jennifer Holland, Dean of Student Services.  “We’ve dramatically increased the number of social and academic programs provided for residents.  The amenities are great, and the price is affordable.”

Holland also noted students are choosing to live on campus longer as the majority of the increase in on-campus housing was sophomore and junior students.
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