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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 19, 2006
Cameron University faculty pianist set to present ‘A Russian Spectacular’ recital
Cameron University faculty member Thomas Labé will present a solo piano recital at 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3, at the University Theatre on CU’s main campus in Lawton. Entitled A Russian Spectacular, the program is devoted to music of Russian composers and features selections from Rachmaninoff, Scriabin, Liadov and Tchaikovsky.

“Russian music is one of my favorite niches,” Labé said. “Like the great Russian novels of the nineteenth century, it runs the gamut from dark, deeply introspective passages to ones of dazzling brilliance and passion, crossing everything emotion in between.” 
Among the works on the program are selections from Rachmaninoff’s preludes and etudes, along with that composer’s Second Piano Sonata. There will also be several etudes of Scriabin, including the haunting Barcarolle of Liadov. The program will conclude with the concert arrangement of Tchaikovsky’s Sixth Symphony for piano made by Russian virtuoso Samuil Feinberg.

A professor of piano in CU’s Department of Music since 2001, Labé enjoys an international career as a soloist, recording artist, scholar and educator. His 1987 debut at New York's Carnegie Hall (as First Prize winner of the Joanna Hodges International Piano Competition) was singled out by The New York Times as, "the most interesting among the week's debutantes." 
Labé's growing discography of internationally released compact disc recordings have received rave reviews in such publications as The Washington Post, Gramophone magazine, American Record Guide, CD Review (U.K.) and The Age (Australia). 
(over)

Labe, ADD ONE
His debut release, The Virtuoso Johann Strauss (Dorian 80102), received a “Best of the Year” citation from H&B Recordings Direct. Labé’s recordings are found with great frequency on the playlists of classical music stations worldwide and, as a recording industry professional, he is an elite voting member of The Recording Academy, taking part in the nomination and voting processes for the annual Grammy Awards. 

Tickets for Labé's concert are $6 for general admission and $4 for senior citizens, non-Cameron students and military. Admission is free to Cameron University students with a Cameron ID card. Tickets can be reserved in advance by calling at 580.581.2440.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.
