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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 22, 2008
Latta, Chattanooga teachers receive Cameron’s Inspiring Minds - Excellence in Education Award
Cameron University is pleased to announce the recipients of the second annual Inspiring Minds – Excellence in Education Award, which recognizes outstanding high school educational professionals who have had a significant impact on the life of a student graduating from Cameron. Nominations for the honor are made by Cameron graduating seniors. Susie Stevens, a science and home economics teacher at Latta High School, and Polly Krasser, a math teacher at Chattanooga High School, have been honored with the award, which carries a $500 stipend for each teacher, as well as a $500 donation to each of the schools.
CU Associate Vice President Lance Janda, Ph.D., notified each of the recipients of the award. 
“It is a privilege to honor these two teachers, each of whom has made a profound difference in the lives of their students,” said Janda. “Mrs. Krasser and Mrs. Stevens are shining examples of what we hope to find in all teachers. The Inspiring Minds – Excellence in Education Award is a very personal honor because recipients must be nominated by a senior graduating from Cameron.”

Jarrett Bailey, who received his bachelor’s degree in Computer Information Systems from Cameron on May 9, nominated Krasser. 
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“She challenges her students to give their best every day,” he said in his nomination. “She is committed to all of her students and encourages all of us to make the most out of the gifts and talents that we’ve been blessed with.”  

He also cited her leadership by saying, “She understood the hard work it takes to be a leader and demonstrated that work ethic day in and day out. Due to this, she was respected by all students, parents and administrators alike.”

Most importantly, Bailey cited her support of students and school activities. “She’s at every sporting event and extracurricular school activity, from a livestock show to a baseball game, with her camera in hand. At the end of the year, she’d pull out the box of pictures and give each student the pictures she had taken of them throughout the year…it means a lot to both the students and their parents.”

Bailey summed up his nomination by saying, “Mrs. Krasser plays a huge role in the lives of Chattanooga students. She taught me that through hard work and perseverance I could accomplish anything and lead the way for many others to follow.”

Prior to her current teaching position at Latta High School, Stevens was a teacher at McLish High School in Fittstown, where she taught Christi Cummings, CU Computer Information Services graduate. In nominating Stevens for the Inspiring Minds honor, Cummings, who had transferred from a larger school in Texas, said, “From my first day, I could tell that this teacher cared about us not just as students, but she felt a responsibility to make us better people. Through the years, Mrs. Stevens has become more than a teacher to me. She is a friend, mentor, role model and now a teacher to my children.”

Cummings cited Stevens for inviting her to join the Academic Team and also mentioned their common interest in tennis. “I didn’t have anybody to play with, and neither did she,” Cummings said. “I know Mrs. Stevens knew my home life was not ideal and this was her way of connecting with me. She was truly a role model and a positive force for me during that summer.”
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When Cummings’ grandfather died during her senior year, Stevens was on hand to support her. “She comforted me in a great time of need,” Cummings said. “I missed three weeks of school and was ready to drop out, but Mrs. Stevens wouldn’t let me. She was my rock during that time. I graduated fourth in my class that spring.”
Stevens’ influence on Cummings didn’t end at high school graduation. She encouraged Cummings, who had earned an Associate’s degree as a paralegal, to return to college to complete her Bachelor’s degree. “The road was not easy,” Cummings admits. “I hadn’t been in a college classroom for years. I had to commute from Altus; I have two children and a spouse on active military duty. Mrs. Stevens was there to help me through my science classes, inspiring me to finish. She kept me focused on my goals.”

Cummings concluded her nomination by saying, “Mrs. Stevens truly sets the standard on what a teacher should be. She doesn’t just care about how students do in her class but how well they succeed in life. I am proof of that.”
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