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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 18, 2004

Cameron SIFE members ‘Duel in the Rockies,’ come away with top spot in business competition
Cameron University’s Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) team has conquered one mountain and is eyeing the next. 

Earlier this month the SIFE team earned top honors at Colorado State University’s “Duel in the Rockies” personal financial case study competition, defeating five other teams in the regional event and earning a $2,500 cash prize. 

Four Cameron SIFE members competed in the event: Cinnamon Untalan, a junior finance major from Lawton; Matthew Modeste, a senior accounting major from the Caribbean island of Saint Lucia; and Carole Dragosljvich from Lawton and Shahid Ali from Pakistan, both master’s of business administration candidates.  

“Cameron has many teams that come home with nationally competitive awards,” said Dr. Sylvia Burgess, dean of the CU School of Business and one of the team’s advisors. “The ability of our students, in the business school and in every department on campus, to excel in competitions attests to the high quality of education provided here. Best of all is the enthusiasm in which these students accept these types of challenges.”   
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During the competition, each team was given the same hypothetical financial dilemma. The students then took the next 36 hours to research the situation and design a reasonable, workable and creative solution to the dilemma based on circumstances, economics, geography and resources. The team developed a written report, PowerPoint slides and delivered an oral presentation to a panel of expert judges who selected the winner. 

The Cameron team was one of six that received an invitation to compete in “Duel in the Rockies,” one of nine regional events. The other five teams at “Duel in the Rockies” were Colorado State University, the University of Colorado-Colorado Springs, the University of Kansas, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the University of Northern Colorado. The competition was designed to address the need for increased financial literacy among college students. 

As a regional winner, Cameron will advance to the national “Duel in the Desert” competition March 10-13, 2005, in Tucson, Ariz. The University of Arizona will host the competition. 
Take Charge America, a non-profit national credit counseling company based in Phoenix, sponsors Students in Free Enterprise.

Dr. Suzanne Clinton, an associate dean and professor of management at Cameron who also advises the SIFE team, said the prize money won at this regional event will defray expenses for the national competition. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.

CUTLINE INFORMATION: From left, Matthew Modeste, senior accounting major from Saint Lucia; Cinnamon Untalan, a junior finance major from Lawton; Carole Dragosljvich, a master’s of business candidate from Lawton; and Shahid Ali, a master’s of business candidate from Pakistan, all pose with the trophy they were awarded after winning “Duel in the Rockies.” By winning the regional business competition, these four members of CU’s Students in Free Enterprise team have qualified for national competition, which will be held in March at the University of Arizona.   

