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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Cameron students urged to develop safety plan;

webpage details campus storm shelter locations
Oklahoma is infamous for its severe springtime weather. Tornadoes, or the possibility of them, should be in the back of the mind of all Cameron University students, faculty, staff or visitors – especially if they are newcomers to the state.
The speed and severity of a March 4 storm that struck Lawton point out the wisdom of having a personal safety plan. That's especially true in a university setting, where such unique factors as an on-campus resident population and students unfamiliar with the dangers of severe weather come into play.
University officials encourage all faculty, staff and students to become familiar with the campus’ designated storm shelters and devise a plan to deal with tornadoes and other forms of severe weather. Since seconds count, knowing where to go and how to get there quickly could literally mean the difference between life and death. 
A proper tornado safety plan begins with knowing the difference between tornado watches and warnings, said Jim Ronan, director of the CU Office of Public Safety.
Many people confuse the terms tornado watch and tornado warning, Ronan pointed out. A watch means that conditions are favorable for the formation of a tornado.   A warning means that a tornado is expected to 

(over)

severe weather, ADD ONE
strike the Lawton/Comanche County area. When a warning is issued, the City of Lawton will sound tornado sirens. A steady siren for 3-5 minutes means there is imminent danger.  Students, faculty and staff should take shelter immediately in that building’s designated protective area. 
Cameron’s Office of Physical Facilities has identified suitable protective areas within each building on campus.  Signs directing the way to these locations are posted immediately inside entrances. A list of storm shelter locations also periodically runs on CUTV, the campus cable network.
If a tornado warning is issued while class is in session, the instructor will advise students of the location of that building’s designated protective area. If it happens during a university function, participants will be advised of the building’s designated area. To protect persons using these spaces against airborne debris, all doors should be closed while the designated area is in use.
If circumstances make it impossible to reach a designated area, move to windowless interior rooms such as restrooms, storage rooms or closets. If these are not available, take shelter in a hallway. Elevators should not be used. Assume a seated position along the walls, facing the center. Protect the face by placing it between the knees and covering the back of the head and neck with the hands.
Stay away from doorways, particularly those that exit the building. People standing in doorways or at windows watching the storm should be directed to interior parts of the building, avoiding areas where there are large glass panels or large open rooms.
Weather advisories and updates on the status of severe weather can be obtained from local broadcast media.  Through an agreement with KSWO-TV, both CUTV and KCCU-FM will simulcast Channel 7’s severe weather programming.  Televisions carrying CUTV can be found in most public areas of campus and KCCU can be found at 89.3 and 102.9 FM in the Lawton area. 
Cameron’s storm safety plan – which provides general information concerning severe weather, news sources and a list of designated protective areas in campus buildings -- can be found on the CU website at http://www.cameron.edu/student_affairs/ops/tornadosafety.html.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.







