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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 16, 2005

Cameron student selected for travel to Japan as part of Kyoto Student Exchange Program
While most Cameron University students are attending summer school or working, Alison Turner, a junior elementary education major from Marble Falls, Texas, will immerse herself in an entirely new culture. 

Turner was one of seven students from Oklahoma selected to travel to Japan as part of the Kyoto Student Exchange Program. The program, which is co-sponsored by the Lieutenant Governor’s office and the Oklahoma Department of Commerce, began this week and will end Wednesday, June 22.

Turner is the first Cameron student to be selected in the decade that Oklahoma and its sister-state, Kyoto, have participated in the exchange program. 

Turner said she was excited about the opportunity to experience the Japanese culture. 

To be selected for the program, Turner participated in a lengthy application process, which began with a two-page personal statement and copies of her transcript, and ended with a personal interview in the Lieutenant Governor’s office after being selected as a semi-finalist. All applicants were required to have at least a 2.5 GPA, be involved in activities and have a desire to interact with international students.
Turner has served as the co-leader of a Girl Scout troop at Fort Sill, and was recently elected to serve as the community liaison for CU’s chapter of the Student Oklahoma Education Association. 
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While staying in Kyoto, Turner and the other six students will visit major sites and businesses, as well as state government buildings and state schools.

The seven students will each stay with a host family for a portion of their Kyoto trip. Turner said the students will also have a translator on hand to help overcome any language barrier. 

“I’ve heard that many of the families prefer that you speak in English because it helps them practice,” Turner said, “so I’m not too worried about it.”
After completing her B.S. degree, Turner hopes to earn her master’s degree as a reading specialist and one day teach language arts in a middle school.
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