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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 24, 2004

Endowed lectureships make projects possible

Sixteen Cameron University faculty members completed a very successful year, thanks to funds awarded though faculty endowment lectureships. 
Slightly more than $59,000 was awarded to Cameron’s four academic schools. These lectureships provided funds for faculty participation in events and research which otherwise would not be possible.
Endowed lectureships are funds that are established by donations from CU supporters to aid in the pursuit of academic excellence. Funds donated by individuals are matched to increase the base account, and earnings from the accounts are used for purposes either specified by the donor or selected by the university within donor guidelines.
“The availability of these awards helps Cameron faculty in their scholastic pursuits by providing equipment, time and other resources to pursue and develop their ideas,” said Dr. Gary Buckley, Vice President for Academic Affairs. “Many of the award activities directly involve students in the discovery process, leading to a broader educational experience.”
Cameron has a greater number of endowed faculty positions than any other regional university in Oklahoma. In fact, only  the University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University have more. These positions make a direct contribution to the quality of teaching and learning by enabling academic endeavors that would not otherwise be possible.

(over)

endowments, ADD ONE
On Sept. 28, the donors and recipients of these endowed lectureships will be honored at a banquet, which will include a viewing and presentation on the findings of each recipient’s research project or event. 
Twenty endowed lectureships were granted for the 2003-2004 academic year. These were:
-- The Home Savings Bank Endowed Lectureship in Organizational Leadership awarded $3,000 to Drs. Suzanne Clinton and Sylvia Burgess of the School of Business to support CU Students in Free Enterprise projects.
-- The Jack and Joyce Amyx Endowed Lectureship in Business Education awarded $1,000 to Dr. John Courington, School of Business, for research on accreditation by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. 
-- The Ajay and Shireen Bhargava Endowed Lectureship in India Studies awarded Dr. T.K. Bhattacharya, School of Business, $1,000 to develop an “India Night” to raise awareness of India among CU students and members of the Lawton-Fort Sill community.
-- Tony Allison in the School of Liberal Arts was granted the John C. Paynter Endowed Lectureship in Communications for $1,550 for student research presentations and the Robert H. Drewry Endowed Lectureship in Telecommunications, $5,000, to purchase field broadcast equipment for communication students.
-- The James O. “Diz” and June Barnett Endowed Lectureship in History awarded $2,450, as well as the Katherine D. Lacy Endowed Lectureship in History for $2,952, to Dr. Sara Janda and Dr. Douglas Catterall, and to Dr. Lance Janda, all from the School of Liberal Arts, for travel and attendance to professional conferences.
-- The Helen C. Schutz Lectureship in English Language and Literature awarded $10,000 in two equal grants to the School of Liberal Arts for Dr. John Morris to compile an original poetry collection and Dr. Vivian Thomlinson to rejuvenate the “Writing Across the Curriculum” program.
-- The Kerr Foundation Endowed Lectureship in Physical Sciences granted Dr. Ann Nalley, School of Science and Technology, $1,500 for undergraduate research.

(more)

endowments, ADD TWO
-- The Harvard L. and Judith D. Tomlinson of Duncan Endowed Lectureship in Physical Sciences, $4,000, and the Robert H. Drewry Endowed Lectureship in Chemistry, $1,832, were awarded as grant-writing stipends for Dr. Danny McGuire in School of Science and Technology.
-- The Southwestern Bell Endowed Lectureship in Informational Technology grant of $5,000 aided Richard Braley and Greg Henry, School of Science and Technology, in curriculum enhancement by uniting diverse academic departments, faculty and students in the ninth National Collegiate Conference of the Association of Information and Technology Professionals.
-- The Buck and Irene Clements Endowed Lectureship in Agriculture, $5,000 and the Tuck and Anna Pittman Lectureship in Instructional Technology, $4,000, were awarded to Dr. Gale Hagee and Mukul Sonwalker, in the School of Science and Technology, to foster undergraduate research by using Global Information Systems and Global Positioning Systems technology in precision agriculture. 
-- The PSO Endowed Lectureship in Instructional Technology awarded $3,518 for graduate student internships with local industries through Dr. Abbas Johari in the School of Science and Technology.
-- Dr. Ioannis Argyros, School of Science and Technology, was awarded a $3,500 Academic Initiative Grant to study optimal interactive methods of solving equations on parallel computer systems and applications.
-- The Hackler Award in Teaching Excellence, awarded last year to Dr. T. K. Bhattacharya of Business and Dr. Ted Snider of Science and Technology.
Providing matching grants that helped make many of the endowed lectureships at Cameron possible is the McCasland Foundation of Duncan, which will also be recognized at the Sept. 28 banquet.
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