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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 17, 2004

Art professor, student display works in exhibition

Cameron University art professor Katherine Liontas-Warren and senior art student Amanda Boehm have both been chosen to display their works at the 19th annual International Exhibition at the University of Texas at Tyler.
The juror for the competition was James Pink, a professor of art at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas, who specializes in printmaking and drawing. Pink selected Liontas-Warren and Boehm’s pieces from more than 400 entries, and their pieces are being exhibited alongside the works of 30 other artists.
Liontas-Warren’s work, “Once Upon A Texas Night,” is a colored pencil drawing on black paper utilizing an Old West theme. Her twin sons’ interest in the West was influenced by the fact her husband, CU art professor Benson Warren, is a Texan, and subsequently developed the overall concept of this work.
“Because of their infatuation with the Old West, the boys were really into drawing cowboys and ‘mean guys,’” Liontas-Warren said. “This drawing utilizes their drawings of a sheriff and outlaws, which included a jailhouse with a sign. The boys did the drawings, and then I worked up the background art.” 
Sharing artistic experiences with her children is rewarding for Liontas-Warren, who not only encourages her children’s artistic endeavors, but also encourages them to expand upon the narrative and symbolic themes they develop.
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“The art that my children and I share is a rewarding and mothering experience based on invented stories and personal imagery,” Liontas-Warren said. “Together, we have interpreted and manipulated a variety of shapes and forms within our compositions to create an allegory of surprising and unusual shapes.” 
Liontas-Warren, who has taught printmaking and drawing at Cameron since 1984, learned about the exhibition from an art magazine, a resource that, when used correctly, can help artists target the competition best suited for their work.
“Magazines can be a helpful way of finding places to exhibit your work,” Liontas-Warren said. “It is important to look for national, juried competitions, which are usually listed by state. The artist should also look for a prestigious juror, someone who is a curator or an artist because you want your work to be judged by someone in the profession. And it is very important to find the type of exhibition that best suits the media in which your work was done.”    
Boehm’s work, “The Great Confider Series #1,” is a form of printmaking called “intaglio,” which utilizes a reverse image from carving into copper plates. The work depicts a view of her mother’s brain, which is connected to her arm through the aid of mechanical devices. The work was inspired by Boehm’s personal experiences in coping with her mother’s stroke. 
“Almost three years ago my mother suffered a massive stroke,” Boehm said, “and since then, I have been her primary caretaker and rehabilitation therapist. ‘The Great Confider Series #1’ stems from my overwhelming need to understand what happened to my mother physically and psychologically to place our family in this situation.”
In addition, the possibility of going to graduate school stirred in Boehm a strong need to help her mother recuperate. 
“As the possibilities of going to graduate school get closer, I feel a desperate need to rehabilitate my mother so that I can begin my future,” Boehm said. “Unfortunately, the rehabilitation process is slow, and perhaps out of this process I have begun imagining the partially paralyzed places on my mother’s body 
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where mechanical devices could go to make her body function normally. This art work in particular is about the need to place mechanics between my mother’s brain and arm to remind the muscles about how they are meant to work.”   
For Boehm, who will graduate in May 2004 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree with a concentration in printmaking, being chosen for the exhibition confirms the success of her art.
“Being selected for the exhibition validates the success of my work,” Boehm said. “It is truly an honor to be recognized next to so many other professional artists. For me, this exhibition helps to bring my goals and dreams closer to reality.”
Liontas-Warren and Boehm’s works will be displayed at the University of Texas at Tyler’s Meadows Gallery through April 2. For more information about the exhibition, call the CU art department at 1-580/581-2450. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.







