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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 13, 2005
Cameron University to honor famed coach 
Cameron University faculty and staff have a lengthy history of enriching the lives of their students and enhancing the college experience. This is exactly how the teammates and classmates of 1956–1960 feel about their former Cameron coach, Ted Owens.
A committee of appreciative athletes and classmates has joined forces to pay tribute to Coach Owens by establishing the Ted Owens Endowed Lectureship. Currently, the committee is planning a reunion celebration for Fall 2006 and is searching for athletes and members of the 1956–1960 graduating classes.

“Coach Owens was instrumental in influencing the future of so many young people’s lives he touched,” said George “Whistle” Davidson, class of 1960. “Not only was he a great coach, but a friend and mentor to those young men who played for him.”
Ted Owens began his career at Cameron State Agricultural College in 1956 as the head basketball coach. In the Spring of 1957, Owens brought baseball back to Cameron, coaching the 1958 team to a national championship, as well as leading the basketball team, assisting the football coach and teaching history.  He was the first coach ever to lead an undefeated, No. 1 ranked basketball team to the National Junior College Athletic Association National Tournament.
“I spent four of the best years of my life at Cameron,” Owens said. “This was my first college head basketball coaching job, and the memories of those championship years and the friendships I made, still remain close to my heart.”
(over)

Ted Owens, ADD ONE
Owens had many accomplishments during his years at Cameron and in the years beyond. He coached Cameron to three national junior college tournaments and mentored four junior college All-Americans. 
“I had the privilege of having Coach Owens as my coach in three sports – basketball, baseball and football,” said Jack Martin, class of 1958. “To this day, I still remember many of his teachings in athletics as well as in life. Cameron and Coach Owens gave me two of the best years of my life.”

After Cameron, Owens went on to be the head coach at Kansas University for 19 years. He ranks as the third most winning coach in Kansas basketball history. While at KU, Owens’ teams won 15 Big Eight Conference titles (six regular season, eight pre-season and one post season), advanced to NCAA post-season play seven times and made two Final Four appearances. He was named Big Eight Coach of the Year five times and was named National Coach of the Year in 1978 by Basketball Weekly.
Ted Owens has made a lasting impression on Cameron students, as well as students across the United States. Now his former pupils both in the classroom and on the court have returned to celebrate his legacy. 
“It’s exciting to be a part of the enthusiasm shown by the former athletes and students to honor Coach Owens,” said Dr. Bud Sahmaont, who played basketball and baseball for Owens. “It will be equally exciting to see all the former teammates and classmates after 50 years apart.”

Former athletes and classmates from Cameron Junior College that wish to participate in the reunion activities can contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 580.581.2988 or email alumni@cameron.edu. 
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