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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 1, 2004

Cameron names 2004 Hackler Award winners

Two longtime Cameron University faculty members have been named recipients of the 2004 Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Teaching Excellence Award.
Associate education professor Dr. Marcy Blackburn and mathematics professor Dr. Kent Morris will hold the Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Lectureship in Teaching Excellence, an endowment recognizing outstanding contributions by faculty in the lives of Cameron students. The Hacklers – both CU alumni – established the endowment in 1996.
The honors will be presented to Blackburn and Morris at a reception at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 9, at Cameron University-Duncan, located at 3100 W. Bois d’Arc.
The Hacklers’ initial gift to the University was matched dollar-for-dollar by the McCasland Foundation, and by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, creating a $50,000 lectureship. The endowment is used to provide merit awards to outstanding teachers and grants to enhance their professional attributes since 1999.
Blackburn and Morris will be appointed to Hackler lectureships and will be provided grants to be used for approved activities.  Their names will also be added to the Hackler Award honor roll plaque which is on display on the CU-Duncan campus.

(over)

hackler, ADD ONE

Recipients are selected based on recommendations from faculty and students. Competitions is open to all professors who have been full-time members of the CU faculty for at least three years and hold an appointment as an assistant professor or higher. The candidate’s principle assignment must be teaching.
Blackburn and Morris are the ninth and tenth recipients of the honor. Associate physical science professor Dr. Clint Bryan was selected as the first recipient in 1999. The award was presented to Dr. Rebecca Pazoureck and Dr. Vivian Thomlinson in 2000, Dr. Margie McMahan and Dr. Matt Jenkins in 2001, Joe Jones and Dr. Ira Hawk in 2002 and Dr. T.K. Bhattacharya and Dr. Ted Snider last year. Like their predecessors, both of this year's recipients drew high praise from their nominators. 
“Some may be daunted at first by Dr. Blackburn, a stickler for grammar and master test-writer. However, experience will prove that this caring professor is more than meets the eye, always teaching you something new and never leaving you without one of her infamous anecdotes that make college classes laugh out loud,” said Melissa Major, a senior elementary education major.  “She exemplifies the kind of teacher Cameron University is shaping all of us in the education field to become. She is a genuine role model and a beautiful person who shows us what teaching is all about.”
Blackburn has been at Cameron for 11 years. She began her education career as an elementary school counselor and testing coordinator with Lawton Public Schools. Professionally, she is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, the Oklahoma Association of Teacher Educators, and chairperson of the Delta Kappa Gamma scholarship committee. 
Blackburn is a Cameron alumna, graduating with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education, a master’s degree in education from Southwestern Oklahoma State University, and her doctorate in instructional psychology and technology from the University of Oklahoma.
“Dr. Morris is a professor who left me with a very positive impression,” said Neal Washington, a former student of Morris’ and now a mathematics instructor and director of Cameron’s math lab. “He is a stabilizing force in the mathematics department.” Washington described Morris as “a compassionate and well-respected professor of mathematics.” 
(more)
hackler, ADD TWO
Morris has designed, developed and taught mathematics courses, two of which are still currently used at the university. He supports MathCom, Cameron’s math/computer science club, chairs the committee charged with assessing Cameron’s mathematics program and mentors new faculty members in the mathematical sciences department.
Morris earned his bachelor’s degree from Southwestern State University, his master’s degree in teaching from Central State University (now known as the University of Central Oklahoma), and a doctorate in education from North Texas State University. He taught at Moore Public Schools for three years before coming to Cameron in 1968.
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