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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 23, 2005

‘A day in the life of a nurse’ provides students with hands-on experience in the medical field

The fourth annual "A Day in the Life of a Nurse" program will take place Friday, March 25, at Comanche County Memorial Hospital in Lawton.

Coordinated by Cameron University’s Southwest Area Health Education Center (Southwest AHEC), the program will offer 25 juniors and seniors from local high schools an opportunity to shadow a healthcare professional for a day. 

“’A Day in the Life of a Nurse’ is an opportunity for students to gain first-hand knowledge of nursing in today’s workforce,” said Lorie Garrison, health careers coordinator for Southwest AHEC. “To help solve current healthcare worker shortages, both in Oklahoma and nationwide, it is important to provide a hands-on experience to those considering the medical field.”  

Garrison added that the consequences of a nursing shortage will affect all area healthcare institutions, as well as the general public. 

The program, which is held twice a year, is designed specifically for students who are interested in the nursing field.  

(over)

nursing, ADD ONE
"The future of nursing lies in our ability to attract young people to the profession and to share with them the joy and satisfaction that comes from helping people,” said Linda Leith, nursing administration for Comanche County Memorial Hospital. “Nurses are in the forefront of those dedicated individuals who practice in healthcare. As the population ages and demands for competent, caring providers increases, we must provide opportunities for young people to become acquainted with both the roles and the talents of nurses."   

Through collaboration with community-based partners, Southwest AHEC recruits students into healthcare professions, trains and supports healthcare professionals, and advocates eliminating health disparities.  The Health Education Center addresses rural Oklahoma health issues, including rural economy, health disparities, genetics, community collaborations, bioterrorism education, and the retention, training and support of healthcare providers. 

To learn more about this event, contact Garrison at 580/581-2284.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, interview or photography opportunities, contact Garrison at 580.581.2284, or contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

