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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 26, 2005
Cameron set to receive $1.5 million in funding for SSS program during next four-year period 
Cameron University’s Student Support Services (SSS) program was recently selected as a recipient of a $1.5 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 

The grant will be spread out over the next four years and is contingent upon meeting the necessary administrative, regulatory and statutory requirements. The first allotment of the grant - $368,403 – will be applied to next fiscal year. 

Cameron’s SSS program provides a variety of academic support services to 235 at-risk participants each year. Participants qualify for the program based on academic need and by meeting at least one of the federally mandated criteria – first generation, low-income and/or disabled college student.  

“This grant will allow us to continue to provide quality services to the students who need them the most,” said Suzanne Aplin, director of Student Support Services and the McNair Scholars program. “As a staff, we have had the great blessing of being able to watch as these students continually meet their academic goals because of the program. We have been offering assistance since 1987 and through grants such as this, we will continue doing so well into the future.”
Aplin added her thanks to Congressman Tom Cole, who she said has been a champion of the SSS program, and other TRIO programs.
(over)

sss grant, ADD ONE
About 950 colleges and universities were awarded SSS grants nationwide. However, seventy-five higher education institutions that previously sponsored Student Support Services programs were not selected to receive continued funding.      

In Oklahoma, 22 colleges and universities received support for SSS projects, which serve a combined 4,500 college students for an annual investment of more than $6.2 million.  
Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, the Student Support Services program is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstance. 
Cameron University currently hosts three other TRIO programs: McNair Scholars Program, Upward Bound and Educational Talent Search/Open Doors.  
The four Cameron TRIO programs contribute approximately $1.5 million annually to promote educational opportunities in Southwest Oklahoma. The Student Support Services program is funded completely with federal money.
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