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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 1, 2007
Cameron University receives $200,000 from Inasmuch Foundation
At Cameron University, students receive the full collegiate experience including educational and cultural experiences that extend beyond the classroom.  With a $200,000 grant from the Inasmuch Foundation, CU officials plan to enhance those experiences by incorporating an art gallery in the Centennial Student Activities Complex. 

Cameron University President Cindy Ross formally accepted the contribution from the Foundation during a special ceremony held in the McMahon Center on the main campus in Lawton.  The funds will be applied toward construction of an art gallery inside the Student Activities Complex as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.
“We are deeply grateful to the Inasmuch Foundation for its support,” said Ross.  “The art gallery will enhance the quality and beauty of the Student Activities Complex and promote greater accessibility for students and members of the community to experience unique cultural and educational opportunities on our campus.”
In addition to professionally exhibiting the work of Cameron University students and faculty, the gallery will also enrich the community by exhibiting Cameron’s considerable collection of Native American art, traveling art exhibits, and shared displays with local museums such as the Leslie Powell Gallery, the Museum of the Great Plains and the Ft. Sill Army Museum.  The gallery will employ the latest technologies in security, 
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display venues, lighting, preservation, and sound. 

“A University is not complete without encompassing the arts and cultural development of its students,” said Edna McMillan, chair of Cameron’s art department.  “The addition of this art gallery will not only enrich the 

educational experience of Cameron students by allowing them to broaden their aesthetic sense, but it will also facilitate an appreciation of various cultures and awareness of the diversity of conceptual and contemporary art forms.”
McMillan said the addition of the art gallery will also enable Cameron to develop relationships with other major universities throughout the United States and bring art exhibits from those universities to the CU campus.

“Inasmuch Foundation is pleased to provide funding for the art gallery inside the Cameron University Student Activities Complex.  We are particularly excited to learn that the complex will house Cameron’s collection of Native American art, a fact that would have brought great pleasure to the late Edith Kinney Gaylord, founder of the foundation, and a major supporter of other Native American art collections statewide,” said Robert J. Ross, President and C.E.O. of the Inasmuch Foundation.  “We know that the students will be the primary beneficiary of the foundation’s gift and hope that the programs at the new center encourage and inspire them to take an active interest in promoting arts campus wide.”
The Inasmuch Foundation was established in 1982 for charitable, scientific and educational projects primarily in Oklahoma. The Foundation consistently provides funding and support to educational, health and human service, cultural, artistic, historical and environmental concerns.
This donation brings the total raised for construction of the student complex to 89 percent of the $6.5 million goal.  Construction on the new facility will begin once all the funds for the complex have been raised.  University officials hope to begin construction before or during Cameron’s centennial year, academic year 2008-2009.
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