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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 4, 2005

Cameron offers Oklahoma’s first-ever weekend elementary education program 
Cameron University will offer complete course work for an undergraduate degree in elementary education via the weekend-class format at both CU’s main campus in Lawton and Western Oklahoma State College (WOSC) in Altus. 

CU’s program is the first undergraduate elementary education degree in Oklahoma that can be earned completely on the weekends.
“The program is designed to offer students, who work during traditional class times, an opportunity to gain additional education and advance in the education field,” said Vice President for Academic Affairs Gary Buckley, Ph.D. “This program will be a tremendous asset for classroom aides wishing to become teachers or for those that are looking for a career change but need to maintain a full-time job.” 
Dean of the School of Education and Behavioral Sciences Judy Neale, Ph.D., echoed Buckley’s praise of the weekend program, and pointed out additional advantages of holding weekend classes.
“This program is designed to be considerate of students who work full time, while still maintaining the integrity of the curriculum and the standards held by Cameron,” Neale said. “By consolidating the courses into the weekend formats, we will save the students travel time as well as expenses associated with driving to and from a campus every day.”
Students will be able to complete four of the weekend courses each semester. Additional weekend courses will be taught during the summers and intersession periods. 
(over)

Elementary Education, ADD ONE
Students who have completed all general education requirements can complete the elementary education program in four semesters, Neale said, adding that the fourth semester will be spent student teaching. 

Each course will be completed in three weekends with class times running from 6 – 9 p.m. on Fridays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays and 1-5 p.m. on Sundays. All required courses will be offered at Cameron’s Lawton campus and WOSC’s Altus campus with additional courses offered at Cameron. 
Enrollment for the Spring 2006 semester opens Tuesday, Oct. 25. However, students may begin the weekend elementary education program this Fall. Introduction to Teaching will be offered at WOSC in Altus on Oct. 28-30, Nov. 4-6 and Nov 11-13. Enrollment for the course is now open.

Although all class times will be held on the weekends, students taking Introduction to Teaching will be required to complete 10 hours of field observation in the Altus Public Schools during school hours. Neale suggested that interested students enroll early to ensure a seat in the class.

Students interested in enrolling in the elementary education weekend degree program must complete an application for admission to Cameron University, and then enroll. 
Admission applications may be completed online at www.cameron.edu. When the admission process is complete, students may contact the Cameron University Department of Education student advisor Lorinda Rogers at 580.581.2581 or lorindar@cameron.edu to enroll in the course. 
Students coming to Cameron’s campus for weekend courses may rent a room in the dormitory for Friday and Saturday for $20 per person, per night for a single room or $15 per person per night for a double room. The dorm rooms will have high speed Internet connections available. Linens will be provided. 
To reserve a room, students should contact Women’s Hall Director Mary Stevens at 580.581.2916 or Hazel Lewis Jr., at 580.580.2915 for male accommodations. 
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