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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 8, 2007
Bentleys continue support of Cameron with $400,000 donation
Continuing a family tradition of community service, the publishers of The Lawton Constitution have donated $400,000 to Cameron University for the Centennial Gardens, which will serve as a focal point for the campus.  

The 2.6 acre garden – to be located on what is now the North Shepler parking lot – is designed to enhance the beauty of the campus, give students a more fulfilling college experience and provide a place to relax and enjoy the outdoors.  It will include a pond, paved walkways, benches and a variety of shade trees, flowers and shrubbery.  

Donald S. and Stephen F. Bentley, publishers of The Constitution, made the gift as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign, which also includes the new Centennial Student Activities Complex that will be just north of the garden.  Designs for the complex include a large patio and balcony to take advantage of the garden atmosphere and provide an oasis for student and community gatherings.  

The Bentley’s donation brings the total raised or pledged for construction of the Centennial Gardens to $496,563, or 99 percent of the $500,000 goal.

The family – which has owned The Lawton Constitution since 1910 – has been a prominent supporter of Cameron throughout the college’s history, including assistance for President’s Partners, the athletic program, KCCU (Cameron’s public radio station), annual campaigns and other university activities.  The Shepler Center dormitory and cafeteria complex is named for their grandparents, Mae and Ned Shepler.

Stephen Bentley served on the Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University for 12 years.  He was twice board chairman and served on the regents’ Cameron Committee.

“The Bentley family and the entire family of The Lawton Constitution are pleased to support the students and faculty of Cameron University,” Stephen Bentley said.  “This gift continues to follow the generous gifts of the McMahon and McCasland foundations and many other supporters.  We all need to continue the support of future generations of Southwest Oklahoma.”

“Steve and Don have been long-time friends and champions of Cameron University,” said Cameron President Cindy Ross.  “Their support permeates the campus, and students receive a richer collegiate experience and high quality education because of their commitment, which continues with this donation to the Centennial Gardens.”
Ross said the gardens will integrate new construction with existing buildings to help fulfill the vision for a more traditional campus.  Cameron’s new student living and learning center, Cameron Village, is east of the planned garden, and the new Business Building will be to the west.  
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