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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 7, 2004

Goodyear and Toyota present $10,000 check
to enhance CU Foundation’s scholarship program 

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. and Toyota Motor Corp. have teamed to donate $10,000 for scholarships through the Cameron University Foundation.  The presentation was made April 30 at a celebration dinner marking the 25th anniversary of Goodyear’s Lawton plan.
The Great Plains Technology Center received a similar donation from the two companies.
The gift is the result of Toyota’s Community Connection program, a philanthropy program aimed at supporting non-profit organizations in the cities where the automotive manufacturer and its suppliers do business.  The six-year-old program has donated $769,000 at 44 events in 20 states.
“Toyota believes in contributing to the communities where our manufacturing plants and other facilities are located.  Through Community Connection, we extend that support to our supplier communities,” said Jo Cooper, group vice president, Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
“This dinner was planned as a celebration of the plant’s 25 years and when we heard that Toyota had selected Lawton for its Community Connection, we thought this event would be a wonderful opportunity for the presentation,” said Goodyear-Lawton plant manager Phil Brown.  “After all, the support of this community has been a key ingredient in the outstanding success of Goodyear-Lawton over these 25 years.”
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“We greatly appreciate the generosity of Toyota and Goodyear Tire & Rubber for their donation enhancing Cameron University’s scholarship program,” said CU president Cindy Ross.  “This donation is invaluable in expanding the opportunity for young people in Southwest Oklahoma to come to Cameron, earn a college degree and enhance the economic prosperity of our area.”
Goodyear-Lawton employs 2,400 team members and is the single largest producer of tires in the world.  Goodyear has produced tires for Toyota since 1984, and currently supplies tires for every Toyota vehicle plant in North America.  
The Lawton plant produces more than 60,000 radial passenger car and light truck tires per day.  Its total capital investment is $727 million, with an annual payroll, including benefits, of $203 million.  Goodyear-Lawton’s community impact is estimated at more than $700 million annually.
Toyota employs some 34,000 people throughout North America, with a payroll of $2.1 billion and investment of $14.2 billion.  Toyota's North American produced vehicles include the Camry, Avalon, Matrix, Sienna, Solara, Sequoia, Corolla, Tundra, Tacoma and the Lexus RX330.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For a photograph of the check presentation, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

