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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 14, 2006
Reading group readies for “The Journey Inward”
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A dancer, a scientist, and a pioneer are a few of the fascinating women that will be studied during a free upcoming reading and discussion series on women’s autobiographies. 
Co-sponsored by Cameron University and the Center for Creative Living, the series is entitled “The Journey Inward.” The series, which was developed by the Oklahoma Library Association, begins 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 12, at the Center for Creative Living and continues through Tuesday, Nov. 7. 

Books, theme materials and services for the series are provided free of charge by “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma” through a grant from the Oklahoma Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
Each of the autobiographies in the series was written by a woman. During the series, a visiting scholar will make a 30-minute presentation about each of the books, followed by small-group discussion. At the end, everyone will come back together for a wrap-up session. 

“Autobiographies are a particularly excellent source for stimulating discussion,” said Scherrey Cardwell, Ph.D., project director. “Throughout each of the past reading and discussion series, I’ve discovered that, despite the topic, the discussions among the groups are always entertaining and lively. We enjoy ourselves and learn about other people at the same time.”

The first book in the series is One Writer’s Beginnings by Pulitzer Prize winning author Eudora Welty. Lynn Musslewhite, Ph.D., emeritus professor of history at Cameron, will speak about Welty’s work on Sept. 12.  
(over)

Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma, ADD ONE
The second book in the series is Letters of a Woman Homesteader by Elinore Pruitt Stewart. Suzanne Crawford, Ph.D., of Cameron’s history department, will visit with the group on Sept. 26, followed by Lewis Parkhill, Ph.D., chair of East Central University’s English department, who will speak about Zora Neale Hurston’s Dust Tracks on a Road on Oct. 10. 

On Oct. 24, Jennifer Kidney, Ph.D., director of “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma,” will lecture on Isadora Duncan’s autobiography My Life. Cardwell, who is also an English professor at Cameron, will complete the series by leading the discussion for Margaret Mead’s Blackberry Winter on Nov. 7. All group meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m.
“This series provides participants the opportunity to read and discuss several excellent women’s autobiographies” Cardwell said. “I hope everyone will join as we take ‘The Journey Inward.’”  
To register, call the Center for Creative Living at 580.248.0471 or visit the center at 3501 SW Dr. Elsie Hamm Drive (formerly “F” Avenue) in Lawton and pick up the first book. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact J. Adam Calaway, Director of Media and Public Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2211.
