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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 10, 2008
Famed author to speak at CU library
Southwest Oklahomans looking for an afternoon of insightful discussion and inspiration will have an opportunity to hear Rilla Askew, award-winning novelist and Oklahoma native on Friday, April 18 at 2 p.m. at CU’s Library, located off University Drive. Askew will speak about her writing life and her novels, including “Fire In Beulah”, the final Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma book selection, “Mercy Seat” and her newest novel, “Harpsong.” A book signing will follow Askew’s presentation.

“This will be a wonderful opportunity for our faculty and students to hear first-hand from an Oklahoma author who has found success on the national level,” said CU professor Judy Neale, Ph.D. 

Askew sets her work in the Sooner State, using Oklahoma as the canvas on which she depicts stories that are quintessentially American in nature and in which she explores the complex forces of race, class and societal opinion. A graduate of the University of Tulsa, she received her MFA from Brooklyn College in 1989. Her short fiction has appeared in a variety of literary magazines, and her story "The Killing Blanket" was selected for Prize Stories 1993: The O. Henry Awards. Her collection of stories, “Strange Business,” received the Oklahoma Book Award in 1993. 

Askew's first novel, “The Mercy Seat,” received the Oklahoma Book Award and the Western Heritage Award in 1998. Her novel “Fire in Beulah,” set during the 1921 Tulsa Race Riot, received the American Book Award from the Before Columbus 
-more-
Author, ADD ONE

Foundation and the Myers Book Award from the Gustavus Myers Center for the Study 
of Bigotry and Human Rights. Her most recent novel, “Harpsong,” has received the Oklahoma Book Award and and the Western Heritage Award for Best Novel of 2008. 

She has taught creative writing at Brooklyn College, the University of Central Oklahoma, Syracuse University, and the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Askew divides her time between Oklahoma, where she teaches spring semesters at the University of Oklahoma, and the Catskill Mountains in upstate New York.
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