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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 3, 2005

Cameron University students rally at Capitol 
in annual show of support for TRIO programs 

A delegation of students and staff from Cameron University joined 900 Oklahoma students and staff members for a rally at the Oklahoma State Capitol in February to demonstrate their support of the Title IV TRIO programs.  

Students from 81 Oklahoma TRIO programs attended the special ceremony. Cameron University’s delegation included 21 participants from four TRIO programs. Six students from the CU programs were profiled in the Oklahoma TRIO programs “hall of fame” booklet that was distributed to state legislators and honored guests at the ceremony.  

The booklet highlighted the academic success of Cameron participants Adrian Chavez (McNair Scholars Program), Michael Robinson and Ivanilda Santos (Student Support Services), all of Lawton. TRIO students from the Lawton Public Schools included in the book were Charles Taylor and Michelle Beard (Upward Bound), and KeShonna Davis (Open Doors/Talent Search). 

During the rally, five Oklahoma TRIO participants made presentations, including Taylor.
Cameron was represented at the ceremony by Student Support Services participants Tony Anders, Stacy Meyer, Tabitha Painter and Darla Sankadota of Lawton, and Shannon Bayones of Marlow; Open Doors students Kaneshia Edmonds, Taylor Butler, Jessica Vogel, Kathryn Thomas, Shaunte Jones; and Upward Bound students Jessica Fernandes-Flack, Raymond Hernandez, Yvonne Huesca, Diontrey Thompson and 
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Anna Zagaynova. All Open Doors and Upward Bound students attend high schools in Lawton.
Student Support Services and McNair Scholars programs work with college-level students. The Open Doors and Upward Bound programs work with pre-collegiate students.
TRIO staff members accompanying the students included Jessica McKelvey, Beth Gregory, Ashley Phillips, Lisa Foshee, Doreen Thomas, Jennifer Pruchnicki Johnson and Suzanne Aplin. 

The CU students and staff, as well as the other TRIO delegations attending the celebration, were treated to several distinguished guest speakers, including  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1U.S. Congressman Tom Cole.

With recent budget cuts projected for two of the programs, Upward Bound and Educational Talent Search, Cole assured the audience of his continued support for these programs that help disadvantaged students to prepare for postsecondary education. He cited data that showed that Upward Bound students are four times more likely to earn an undergraduate degree than other students from similar backgrounds. 

President Bush’s budget proposal would cut TRIO funding by approximately 50 percent to fund a new high school intervention initiative that would expand the No Child Left Behind Act into the secondary grades. 

For Fiscal Year 2004, the U.S. Department of Education provided $24.4 million to support 81 Oklahoma TRIO programs which serve approximately 27,000 students. The Cameron programs provide a combined annual funding of $1,201,105 and serve more than 1,000 disadvantaged students in Southwest Oklahoma.

The TRIO programs, Talent Search, Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math/Science, Veterans Upward Bound, Student Support Services, Ronald E. McNair Post-baccalaureate Achievement Program and Educational Achievement centers were established more than 30 years ago to assist low-income students in overcoming class, social and cultural barriers to higher education. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. Color pictures of the CU delegation are available upon request. For more information on TRIO visit http://www.coenet.net.

