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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 11, 2006

Cameron University unveils plans for centennial; launches landmark ‘Changing Lives’ campaign 
From the humble beginnings as a state agricultural school in 1908 to its emerging status as the “university of choice” in Southwest Oklahoma,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Cameron University has changed the lives of students across the state and around the world for almost 100 years. 

During the 2008-2009 academic year, Cameron will celebrate its 100th birthday. In preparation for the university’s Centennial Observance, Cameron officials unveiled a multifaceted plan to honor the landmark occasion during a press conference today in the McMahon Center Great Room.

Cameron President Cindy Ross announced the celebration of the Centennial Observance – entitled Cameron University: Changing Lives for 100 Years, 1908-2008 – unveiled the Centennial logo, and launched the unprecedented, $8.5 million Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign. 

“This is a profound moment in the history of Cameron University,” Ross said. “As we stand on the edge of completing Cameron’s first century, we are poised to create a lasting monument to those who have laid the foundation of this great university, and we are preparing to leave our mark, one that will impact Cameron’s next 100 years.” 

Representing The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University, Rogers State University Board of Regents, Tom Clark of Tulsa reiterated Ross’s comments saying, “This is a monumental occasion. The Centennial Observance will better the lives of Cameron students for generations to come and will reshape the university as we know it.”

(over)

Centennial, ADD ONE
During the press conference, Ross outlined the four goals of the Centennial Observance which include: spotlighting Cameron University’s 100-year history of offering quality educational opportunities to students, laying the foundation for Cameron’s second century of providing students with a life-changing college experience, enhancing student learning and campus life to better serve future generations and effecting positive changes in the educational, economic and cultural lives of the people of Southwest Oklahoma. 
One major focus of Cameron’s Centennial Observance centers on the Changing Lives campaign, the largest development initiative ever attempted by Cameron and the largest three-year campaign of any of the regional universities in Oklahoma. It will reshape CU’s physical and academic landscape, and propel Cameron into its second century. 
The bulk of the funds generated from the Changing Lives campaign – $6.5 million ​– will be used to build a multipurpose, 35,000-square-foot Student Activities Complex.

The Complex will incorporate a student union, a variety of student services, food services and community spaces. Features may include a student dining area, study lounges, student activity areas, game room, meeting rooms and a large ballroom. 

“Cameron students are the focus of the Changing Lives campaign,” Ross said. “The construction of a new Student Activities Complex continues our effort to create the complete collegiate experience for our students. This complex will provide CU students with a learning and recreational space unmatched by other regional universities.” 

As part of the campaign’s other objectives, Cameron will allot $600,000 for endowed scholarships, a critical resource for providing educational opportunities to students from Southwest Oklahoma, and $650,000 for endowed faculty positions. 

This campaign element will provide an expansion of Cameron’s outstanding endowed faculty program, which has more endowed faculty positions than any other regional university in the state. When matched dollar-for-dollar by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, the value of these funds will be $1,325,000.

(more)

Centennial, ADD TWO
The Changing Lives campaign has also earmarked $500,000 for the Centennial Gardens. The Centennial Gardens will serve as the focal point of the north-south pedestrian corridor of the university and is a key feature of the recently completed Campus Master Plan. 

The Centennial Gardens will revolutionize CU’s campus environment. Springing to life in the location currently inhabited by the North Shepler parking lot, the gardens will include water features, quiet areas for study, lush, beautifully landscape areas, and a variety of pathways. 

“As students receive their education, it is important to offer them a space for reflection and serenity,” said Don Sullivan, Executive Director of the Centennial Observance. “The Centennial Gardens will make Cameron’s campus a lush oasis for students from around the state and the world.”

The final objective of the Changing Lives campaign is $250,000 for university advancement, which offers donors an opportunity to provide gifts to be used in a wide variety of areas where the need is greatest.
“I am proud to report that as of today, we have commitments for 68 percent, more than $5,800,000, of the gifts needed to reach our goal,” Ross said. “This is an impressive beginning to an endeavor that will stand as a lasting memorial of Cameron University’s first century and lay the foundation for Cameron’s second century.” 

During the press conference, Ross also introduced the 19 Centennial Commissioners, who will play a pivotal role in the Centennial Observance and planning for Cameron’s second century. 
The Centennial Commission is comprised of local, state and regional community leaders, as well as Cameron alumni, faculty and a student representative. Ross will serve as Centennial Chairman and Sullivan will act as the Executive Director.

Members of the Centennial Commission are Stephen Bentley, Barbara Braught, Dr. Todd Bridges, Congressman Tom Cole, Dr. Gilbert C. Gibson, Aulena Gibson, Linda Grantham, Dr. Charles Graybill, Betty Graybill, Pat Henry, Sid Hudson, Albert Johnson Sr., Dr. Jim Lambert, Dr. Terral McKellips, Frank Myers, Maj. Gen. David Ralston, Dr. Joseph H. “Bud” Sahmaunt, Dr. Clodus Smith, and Paula Smith.

(over)

Centennial, ADD Three
“I am elated to be a part of this historic happening,” said Todd Bridges, Centennial Commissioner. “It is important for the public to be involved in the Centennial Observance and campaign because when Cameron succeeds, Southwest Oklahoma succeeds.” 

The Centennial Logo was also unveiled at the press conference. The logo features a large golden “100” rising above three golden mountain peaks, which represent the Wichita Mountains, the symbol of Southwest Oklahoma and Cameron. 

“At Cameron University, students are the heart of our commitment,” Ross said. “The Centennial Observance will be a once-in-a-lifetime event that will involve our students, faculty and staff, our alumni, and the Southwest Oklahoma community, and the Changing Lives campaign will provide the necessary resources to offer our students the complete college experience. This celebration will ensure that Cameron can continue in its dedication to changing lives – one student at a time.”
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.

