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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 14, 2004

Cameron University ROTC program
to host joint spring training exercise

As many as 150 cadets from five universities are in the final stages of preparation for a joint field training exercise later this week near Lawton. Cameron University’s Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program hosts the annual spring training event, which is held at Fort Sill because of the availability of training space on post.  
Joining Cameron April 15-18 will be cadets from Oklahoma State University, the University of Central Oklahoma, the University of Oklahoma and Texas Tech. These cadets will spend four days and three nights in the field as they apply land navigational skills (both day and night), organizational skills and leadership skills. 
In the past, the exercise was specifically designed to mimic the training environment of “Warrior Forge,” ROTC’s leader development and assessment course.  This course is the most important training element for a cadet or National Guard officer candidate.  The 32-day event, hosted by Fort Lewis, Wash., incorporates a wide range of subjects designed to develop and evaluate leadership ability.  The challenges are rigorous and demanding, both mentally and physically.  

Additional measures have been taken this year to enhance focus on the “Warrior Ethos” and preparation for combat operations in the deployments that await many of the cadets who graduate over the next year.  
Cameron ROTC cadets will wear body armor and camouflage face paint, along with other protective and load-bearing equipment.  Commonly referred to as “full battle-rattle,” these combat loads will add real-world stressors to cadets as they rotate through leadership positions and their individual training events.  
One such individual training event is a day and night land navigation course.  For the daytime event, cadets are given a list of grid coordinates, a map, a protractor and a compass. They then have five hours to find five of eight points on the land navigation course.  For the nighttime version, cadets are allotted three hours to find three of five points.  Each “point” is essentially a fence post with a small, individually marked placard mounted on its top.  The day course requires cadets to walk approximately 5 kilometers.
On Saturday, cadets will be evaluated on their ability to lead squad patrols through situational training exercises.  The unique challenges on each lane will test a cadet leader’s ability to plan and react tactically, as well as professionally.  The exercises incorporate the use of such scenarios as “civilians on the battlefield” in an ongoing effort to better prepare these future leaders for their eventual combat missions.
“By using civilians on the battlefield, we are able to interject an unexpected scenario into any one of the eight Infantry battle drills,” said Lt. Col. William Finley, chair of CU’s military science department.  “This presents the cadet leadership with a potentially volatile situation that must be dealt with in accordance with all Rules of Engagement without jeopardizing the mission or the safety of their subordinates.”
Other scenarios will include such variables as presence patrols and combat-stressed soldiers. For each mission a new squad leader will be chosen and evaluated on his or her ability to control the squad and accomplish the mission. Fort Sill has agreed to provide soldiers who will serve as opposing forces, or OPFOR.
These evaluations will be used in part to determine each cadet’s ranking on the Order of Merit List, which will be used to help determine future military assignments.
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