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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 27, 2006
Cameron student captures state judo title
At first glance Mimi Lee looks as intimidating as a box full of puppies. 
Listen to her talk for a few minutes, though, and it becomes clear her sunshiny smile and lilting laugh mask a judo juggernaut.

“Judo is like fishing,” said Lee, sitting in a chair that consumed her petite frame. “You know how it feels when you hook a fish? You’re like, ‘I’ve got this one.’ That’s how judo is. I can tell when I’ve got them. It’s exciting.” 

Lee, a junior physical education major and one of Cameron University’s ROTC cadets, won the Oklahoma State Judo Championship (women’s division) this past Saturday in Tulsa. She didn’t just win; she dominated. 

Lee ripped through the tournament by defeating her four challengers in a combined 26 seconds. She ended one match in a blistering three seconds, another in 23 seconds. Her two other competitors forfeited.  

“To me judo is about technique and timing,” Lee said. “If you have right technique and right timing, it’s all over.” 

Lee, who has almost 15 years fighting experience, holds a 2nd degree black belt in judo and 1st degree black belt in taekwondo. Her judo journey began in middle school in her home country of South Korea, where she was given the option of playing softball or judo as part of a physical education course.

“You have to hit a ball with a stick in softball and I just can’t do that,” Lee said. “So I picked judo.” 
(over)

Judo, ADD ONE
Lee’s fierce-but-smiling nature aided her ascent to the top of the judo ranks. Her young career was filled with countless victories and tournament championships. By the end of high school she had earned a coveted spot at Yongin University in South Korea, a college known for producing Olympic judo champions. 
Despite her success, Lee desired a new adventure. In 1996, her sophomore year, she became an exchange student and transferred to the California valley where she attended Santa Rosa Jr. College. She was thousands of miles from home, but her judo prowess remained a constant. Among her numerous tournament wins, she took the California State Judo Champion that year. 
Lee returned to South Korea after her tenure as an exchange student, but she yearned to live in the United States permanently. In 2004, she made the jump back to the U.S. She moved in with a cousin in Lawton, and began attending Cameron University. She quickly found herself drawn to Cameron’s award-winning ROTC program and set her life goal to become an officer in the Army. 
“I just found the ROTC to be a perfect fit for me,” Lee said. “The uniforms, the format, I was like this is where I’m supposed to be.” 
Two years have passed since Lee joined the ROTC program and now she is one of Cameron’s top cadets. She will graduate next May as a second lieutenant.   
"I can not say enough good things about Ms. Lee,” said Lt. Col. Jeff Finley, Chair of the Cameron University Department of Military Science. “Having had no prior military experience in her life, Ms. Lee is, without a doubt, one of our hardest working cadets and possesses a sense of drive and dedication second to none. There is nothing she can not accomplish once she sets her mind to the task at hand. Ms. Lee makes me proud to say that she is one our cadets and she is going to be an outstanding officer in the United States Army. She is credit to Korea, the United States, Cameron University and the United States Army."

Lee’s judo days are not behind her quite yet. She will compete for in the national judo tournament in Houston next month. The promise of competition once again caused Lee’s happy-go-lucky façade to fade – if only for a second. 

“I’ll do fine,” she said with a confident tone, then a smile slipped back on her face and she laughed. 
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