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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 27, 2006
Cameron alumni to reunite for the weekend 

Cameron University alumni will celebrate by returning to their alma mater Nov. 3-4 for a weekend filled with reunion activities and events.
Activities will kick off at 1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3 with coffee and dessert with CU President Cindy Ross in the Cameron Village McMahon Center.  At 2 p.m., alumni and guests are invited to attend a presentation by Willamson “Wick” Murray, author and history Professor Emeritus at Ohio State University.  Murray will speak about “The History and Effects of Military Transformation.”
Other events on Friday for alumni and their guests include campus tours and a reception and presentation of commemorative medallions to CU’s “Golden Associates” – those alumni who graduated at least 50 years ago.  The reception will be held at Cameron House at 4:15 p.m. 

The conclusion of the day’s events is a dinner saluting Coach Ted Owens to be held at 5:30 p.m. at the Shepler Center Mezzanine.  A graduate of The University of Oklahoma, Owens coached the Cameron men’s basketball team to three NJCAA National Tournaments and coached the 1958 CU baseball team which won the NCJAA National Baseball Championship.  Owens will be the featured speaker at the dinner.
Alumni return Saturday morning to the Shepler Center at 11 a.m. for a reception honoring all alumni and highlighting classes graduating 1956 or earlier and the classes of 1957-1961. During the luncheon that follows, the Ted Owens Endowed Lectureship will be announced and the reunion classes will be recognized, followed by the Alumni Association awards.  V. Sivarama Krishman, Ph.D., professor of finance and Rebecca K. Pazoureck, Ph.D., professor of human ecology, will be inducted into the Faculty Hall of 
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Fame.  Linda Cassady Pelton and Retired Major General Toney Strickln will receive the Distinguished Alumni Awards and Chirstopher O. Keller will receive the Outstanding Young Alumni Award.  The festivities conclude with the Cameron Black and Gold Basketball Scrimmage at 2:30 p.m. the Aggie Gymnasium.  Special recognition will be given to Coach Owens and the 1956-1060 athletes he coached.
All reunion activities are open to former students, graduates and friends of Cameron. Reservations are requested for most events. For more information or to make reservations, contact the CU Alumni Relations office at 580-581-2988 or via email at alumni@cameron.edu.
Here are thumbnail biographies of this year’s honorees: 

Hall of Fame Inductees – 

V. Sivarama Krishnan, Ph.D., has taught at Cameron since 1992 and now serves as professor of finance in the School of Business.  During this time, he has established himself as a scholar and teacher with expertise in global finance and international business issues.  Krishnan received his bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from the University of Kerala, India, a doctorate in finance from Texas Tech University and has professional certification in cost accounting as an associate member of the Institute of Cost and Works Accountants of India.  He was selected as a 2003-04 Fulbright Scholar at Tallinn Technical University in Estonia.  In addition to his teaching background, he has work experience in industry and banking.

Rebecca K. Pazoureck, Ph.D., is known for going the extra mile for her students, Cameron University and the community.  A part of the Cameron family for 31 years, Pazoureck is now a professor in the department of psychology and human ecology and teaches consumer resource management, nutrition and human ecology courses.  She received her bachelor’s degree in institution administration from Madison College in Virginia and completed a dietetic internship at the Medical College of Virginia.  She was a clinical dietitian at March Air Force Base in California before moving in 1970 to Lawton where she was a clinical dietician for Comanche County Memorial Hospital and consultant dietitian for McMahon-Tomlinson Nursing Center 
until 1973.  She was a counselor for the Army Community Service at Ft. Sill for a year before joining the faculty at Cameron in 1975.  Pazoureck continued her education at the University of Oklahoma receiving an M.S. in foods and nutrition.  She received her doctorate in home economics (foods, nutrition and institution administration) from Oklahoma State University.
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Distinguished Alumni Awards-

Linda Cassady Pelton received an associate in science degree in business from Cameron University in 1965.  Pelton has earned three master’s degrees – one from the University of Central Oklahoma in reading and two from the University of Oklahoma – one in special education and one in administration and curriculum.    She has taught in the Oklahoma City Public Schools for more than 34 years.  She currently teaches special education classes at Andrew Johnson Elementary School.  A few of her honors include Oklahoma City Public Schools Foundation for Excellence Educator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Environmental Excellence Award, Oklahoma Seeds of Success Winner, Fox-TV Golden Apple Award and UCO Outstanding Alumni Award.
Retired Major General Toney Stricklin is vice president of information security and systems training and simulations for Techrizon LLC, in Lawton.  Stricklin has strong ties to the Lawton-Ft. Sill community.  He came to Ft. Sill in 1969 for Officer Candidate School, returned for the Field Artillery Officer Advanced Course in 1975 and was stationed at Ft. Sill when he completed his bachelor’s degree in business administration at Cameron in the fall of 1975.  Some 24 years later, he assumed the position of Commanding General, United States Army Field Artillery Center and School at Ft. Sill, and retired from active service in 2001.  Stricklin received his master’s degree in international relations from Newport College in Rhode Island and is a graduate of the National War College.  His decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit with three Oak Leaf clusters, the Bronze Star, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal and the Meritorious Service Medal with three Oak Leaf clusters.  The Governor of Oklahoma has appointed him to serve as a member of the State Board for Career and Technology Education and he chairs the Information Technology Panel for the Governor’s Economic Development Generating Experience (EDGE).
Outstanding young Alumni Award – 

Christopher O. Keller’s involvement with Cameron University began 14 years ago when he enrolled as a freshman.  Today, he is an assistant professor in the department of communication, teaching journalism 

classes and serving as adviser to The Cameron Collegian.  Keller received his bachelor’s degree in English 
and professional writing in 1997 and a master’s degree in teaching in 1998 from Cameron.  He is currently 
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working toward a doctorate in educational psychology form the University of Oklahoma. While serving as adviser to The Cameron Collegian, the publication has received the Oklahoma Collegiate Press Association’s Award of Excellence for three years and the Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association’s All-Oklahoman Newspaper Award for two years.  He has been inducted into the academic honor society Phi Kappa Phi and was a nominee for the Professor of the Year award.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
