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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 10, 2007
Cameron University receives Pillar of Support donation for student complex 
Cameron University President Cindy Ross accepted a $35,000 gift from Glyn and Virginia Mitchell of Frederick during a special ceremony held today at the McMahon Center Library on Cameron’s main campus.  The donation will go toward construction of the new Centennial Student Activities Complex as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.

The Mitchells both graduated from Cameron and are active members of the CU Alumni Association.  While attending Cameron, Glyn was a member of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society of two year colleges; the Engineers Club and the men’s basketball team.  Virginia was a member of Phi Theta Kappa and Kappa Kappa Iota, a professional organization for educators.
After graduating from Cameron, Glyn Mitchell spent 41 years with Phillips Petroleum while Virginia worked as a teacher.  The couple raised three children and ran a registered Red Angus cattle operation which they sold four years ago.  Nowadays, the Mitchells spend their time traveling and enjoying their grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
“A university is known by the quality of its graduates, and Glyn and Virginia Mitchell exemplify the strength of Cameron’s alumni,” said Ross.  “Glyn and Virginia have succeeded professionally and remember the firm foundation they received at Cameron.  Their contribution to the Changing Lives campaign helps ensure Cameron’s success into its second century.”
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Contributions at the Pillar of Support level allow donors to make a significant commitment to the campaign and spread the donation over a three-year period at a rate of $10,000 per year.  In addition to the $30,000 contributed by the Mitchells, Phillips Petroleum has pledged to donate $5,000 as part of its company match program.  To honor the gifts, plaques recognizing contributors as a Pillar of Support will mark the prominent pillars supporting the new complex.

 “We are honored to contribute to Cameron and the Student Activities Complex,” said Glyn Mitchell.  “It is exciting to see the continued growth at Cameron.  This complex will enhance the University and help
attract new students who will hopefully decide to stay in Southwest Oklahoma after graduating.”
The Centennial Student Activities Complex, to be located in the heart of campus, will provide a modern location for students to study, dine, interact and relax.  The complex will feature a student union, student activities areas, meeting rooms, an art gallery, dining areas and community spaces for students to make lasting memories.

The complex will not only serve Cameron students, but will serve the community for a variety of functions.  The second floor of the state-of-the-art complex will house a ballroom with seating for 400 connected to a balcony that will overlook the Centennial Gardens, another campaign initiative.  This area will be well suited for hosting proms, weddings and other community events.  

More than $9 million dollars has been contributed or pledged to Cameron’s newly expanded Changing Lives campaign.  The recently launched Dig Deeper Challenge raises the campaign goal to $10 million.
– ### –
PR# 07-117
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
