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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 27, 2007
Cameron students recognized for history papers
Cameron University students made an impression at the annual Oklahoma Association of Professional Historians/Phi Alpha Theta National History Honor Society regional conference held March 2-3 at Northeastern State University in Tahlequah. 
Jamie McGuire, a senior history major from Lawton, placed third in the undergraduate Oklahoma history category for her paper entitled “Oklahoma: The Promise of a Racial Utopia for African-Americans.”  Andrew Turnipseed, a senior history major from Lawton, placed third in the undergraduate non-US history category for his paper entitled “British Involvement in Newfoundland.” 
“The level of commitment by Cameron faculty is tremendous and was evident at the conference as Cameron brought more students than even the larger universities in Oklahoma,” said McGuire.  “The hard work and effort I put into my research truly paid off.  It was an excellent way to cap off my senior year.” 

Gayla Wiginton, a senior history major from Cache, presented a paper entitled “Mississippi Madness: The Life and Art of Walter Inglis Anderson” and Jerry Brown, a senior history major from Altus, presented a paper entitled “Marcuse, Reagan, and the American Legion: Reactionary Politics and the Debate Over Academic Freedom.” 

The students were accompanied to the conference by CU Department of History and Government professors Sarah Janda, Ph.D., Russell Graves, Ph.D., and Mark Stegmaier, Ph.D.
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“These students did an outstanding job at the conference,” said Janda. “For the past several years, we have taken some of our top students to present papers at the conference, and it has become an important part of their training as historians.”
The trip was made possible through generous funding from the James O. “Diz” and June Pursley Barnett Endowed Lectureship in History which was established in 1997 by June Barnett to honor her late husband.  The lectureship advances the study of History at Cameron by providing funds for research, sponsoring lectures and recognizing outstanding scholarship by providing merit awards.   

James Barnett graduated from Cameron University in 1950 and became a successful banker in Lawton and Elgin.  June attended Cameron from 1947 to 1949 and received a degree in 1951 from The Oklahoma College for Women in Chickasha.  After graduation, she returned to Lawton and taught history in Lawton Public Schools from 1951 to 1984.
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