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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 31, 2005

Note to Editors: A picture of the presentation is available in jpeg format upon request.
FHL Bank Topeka, Fort Sill National Bank award

Cameron University’s CETES $25,000 grant 
Cameron University’s Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) was awarded a $25,000 grant today through the Joint Opportunities Building Success (JOBS) program and Fort Sill National Bank. 

The JOBS program is an economic development initiative sponsored by FHL Bank Topeka. Fort Sill National Bank (FSNB), which is a FHL Bank Topeka member bank, sponsored Cameron during the grant application process. Court Newkirk, the Economic Development Director for the Lawton/Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce, also aided Cameron’s quest to garner the grant.  
“Mr. Newkirk was instrumental in helping us lay the ground work for the JOBS grant, and Fort Sill National Bank has been supportive throughout the process,” said Dr. Peter Abramo, Executive Director of CETES. “We are thankful to have such strong community cooperation, willing to support the vital work of CETES.” 
Dr. Abramo and Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Gary Buckley officially accepted the grant from Fort Sill National Bank President John Davis during a brief ceremony today at CETES.
“We are proud to present Cameron University’s CETES with this grant,” Davis said. “CETES is a valuable resource in building a strong economic base in Southwest Oklahoma and the state, and Fort Sill National Bank is proud to support its work.” 
(over)

CETES, ADD ONE
The grant will be used within CETES to perform market assessments for start-up companies, said Dr. Abramo.
“These assessments are a critical aspect of a company’s eventual success because they offer a systematic and objective look at a potential market,” Abramo said. “The information obtained from these assessments will impact product development, financial investment, and the overall direction a company pursues.”  
Cameron University’s CETES is a catalyst for the development of knowledge-based businesses in Southwest Oklahoma. After less than two months of operation, CETES houses two start-up technology businesses. 

“Cameron takes its economic development function seriously in serving the community,” Buckley said. “This grant provides us the opportunity to foster economic growth through the support and encouragement of start-up companies.” 
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Photo caption information: From left, Cameron University Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Gary Buckley, Dr. Peter Abramo, Executive Director of CETES, and Fort Sill National Bank President John Davis enjoy a moment during the official presentation of the FHL Bank Topeka grant to Cameron. The $25,000 grant will be used within CETES to perform market assessments for start-up companies. 

