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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March. 23, 2005

Cameron University’s Burch Hall designated as an emergency storm shelter for Lawton
Cameron University’s Burch Hall has once again been designated as an emergency storm shelter by the City of Lawton Emergency Management, in coordination with Cameron officials. 

Located on the north end of Cameron’s campus, Burch Hall’s basement provides temporary shelter for anyone who inadvertently gets caught outside during a storm and needs to seek immediate cover. 
City of Lawton Emergency Management personnel viewed the area and feel the basement hallway offers sufficient protection, based on years of past experience with the storm shelter at Eisenhower High School.  

It should be noted that if the tornado sirens are activated a large number of people may enter Burch Hall to seek shelter. Staff and faculty with office or classroom space in Burch Hall should know that the on-duty campus police officer may not be available to constantly monitor people seeking shelter in Burch Hall.  Consideration and preparations to properly secure unattended and unsecured personal property or university property in that area should be discussed and attended to now.
City of Lawton emergency dispatch will contact the on-duty campus police officer to unlock Burch Hall during times the building is normally locked.  Individual offices and classrooms will not be unlocked.  The police officer will secure the building when the severe weather passes.
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A complete listing of protective areas in campus buildings, along with Cameron’s storm safety plan, can be found on the Cameron University Web site at http://www.cameron.edu/student_affairs/ops/tornado safety.html. 
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