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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 4, 2004

(NOTE: CU competitors are from Duncan, Fort Sill, Lawton and Mannford.)

CU speech and debate team competes in Missouri

Cameron University’s speech and debate team faced some tough national competition during the recent Central States Speech Tournament in Kansas City, Mo.   
Competitors in the event, hosted by Longview Community College and Northwestern Missouri State University, included students from the University of Oklahoma, Kansas State University, Southwest Baptist University, Texas Southern University, the University of Arkansas, the University of Missouri, Central Missouri State University and several junior colleges. Debaters encountered topics relating to the war on Iraq, the recent elections, issues in Sudan and the American prescription drug crisis. 
“This was a difficult regional tournament, with many nationally recognized competitors,” said Tyler Thornton, CU speech and debate coach. “Our students proved they can compete and win against quality national competition. Although this has been a tough semester – as far as competition goes – I believe all our students have learned and grown, which will help them throughout the rest of their forensics careers.”  
Sarah Collins, a junior speech communications major from Lawton, captured first place in persuasive speaking, second place in communication analysis and informative speaking, and fourth place in oral interpretation. 
Collins obtained her third top-three placing in persuasive speaking and communication analysis, enabling  
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her to qualify for the National Championship Individual Events Tournament in April.  To be eligible, a student must place in the top three of an interpretation or public speaking event at three different tournaments.
Zach Fort, a junior speech communications major of Mannford, placed fourth in informative speaking. Fort partnered with Collins in parliamentary debate to win four of six debate rounds, landing them among the top 16 teams.
Tere Gray, a freshman speech communication major from Duncan, took third place in poetry interpretation.  
Other speech team members participating in the tournament were Kamya Ousley from Fort Sill; Melissa Colin and Clint Williams, both from Lawton; Jeff Wozencraft from Mannford; and Jonathan Hooks from Duncan. Several in the group earned first-place rankings in preliminary events.
“This tough competition will prepare the speech team to compete at the Pi Kappa Delta national championships in St. Louis in the spring,” Thornton said. “Based on what I’ve seen so far, I expect the students to do very well at nationals.”
The team’s next tournament is Nov. 19-21 at Texas Tech University.
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Editors and Broadcasters:  For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

