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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 14, 2006
Cameron University tops $1 million in Perkins grants funds
Cameron University was recently awarded $57,157 through the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Grant Program bringing the total amount of funds received by the University through the program to $1,055,731.  Cameron received its first Perkins grant fifteen years ago, in 1991.
The purpose of the grant is to provide individuals with the academic and technical skills needed to succeed in a knowledge and skills-based economy.  Perkins funds are provided to the states which allocate the funds to secondary and postsecondary institutions.
“Funds from the Perkins grants have allowed Cameron to improve the Department of Computing and Technology by providing state of the art equipment as well as professional development and technical assistance to our teachers,” said Tom Russell, Associate Professor of computing and technology.

This year’s grant money is being used to purchase a plastinated human arm and leg for use in the University’s respiratory care and pre-nursing programs.  Officials also plan to purchase equipment such as large volume printers, software and other machines for use in the engineering design technology, electronic engineering technology, computer aided drafting and multimedia design programs.

“The inclusion of human plastinated organs in the lab has literally transformed our human anatomy course,” said Ron Gaines, Assistant Professor of biological sciences.
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Cameron officials also note that no amount of the funds is spent on administration of the grant.
“Cameron University is particularly proud that 100 percent of the money received from this program is spent for the direct educational benefit of our students,” said John McArthur, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs.
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