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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 5, 2008
Cameron co-hosts 2008 Oklahoma Chautauqua
Unpack your love beads and bell-bottoms, practice flashing the peace sign, and head to Lawton for the 2008 Oklahoma Chautauqua, hosted by Cameron University, the Lawton Public Library, Museum of the Great Plains, Great Plains Technology Center and the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center. From June 16-21, the living history program, titled “A Time for Every Purpose: America in the 1960s,” will transport you back in time to the age of hippies, peace anthems and political tensions. 
Comprised of workshops, local entertainment and educational re-creations of historical figures, the Oklahoma Chautauqua is one of the best cultural tourism events in the state. All activities are open to the public at no charge. 

Travel through time to meet some of the most illustrious – and sometimes notorious – historical figures from the 1960s. Characters include Malcolm X , an internationally revered, though controversial, spokesman for the cause of universal human rights; Alabama governor George Wallace, known for his segregationist stance; Barry Goldwater, U.S. Senator and presidential candidate credited for reigniting the conservative base of the Republican Party; Betty Friedan, journalist, activist and author of “The Feminine Mystique,” which significantly spurred the women’s movement; Rachel Carson, environmentalist and author of “Silent Spring,” which became a rallying point for the fledging environmental movement of the 1960s; and Julia Child, American cooking expert, author and TV personality.

Historical enactments include a monologue “in character” and an opportunity for audience members to pose questions to both the visiting luminary and the scholar/presenter. Performances will take place Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at the Lawton Public Library. Daytime workshops and lectures, 
Chautauqua, page 2

providing further glimpses of the social, cultural, and political nuances of the era, take place Monday through Saturday at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Now in its 17th continuous year, the Oklahoma Chautauqua is a partnership of the Oklahoma Humanities Council and the Arts & Humanities Council of Oklahoma. Major support is provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities, Lawton Arts & Humanities Council, Friends of the Library, Arts for All, Cameron University Library, International Group, Museum of the Great Plains, Nye Library, Lawton Public Schools, Success by Six, and the City of Lawton.

2008 Oklahoma Chautauqua Schedule - Lawton
Monday June 16 

Workshop: George Wallace - Giving Voice to the Voiceless / 10 a.m. - Cameron University Library
George Wallace's political career was based on the rich vein he mined of people who felt America was out of control and that the common man was being left behind. His work would lead to the conservative reaction that framed other leaders such as Ronald Reagan, George Bush, as well as Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton. Doug Mishler as Wallace leads a discussion on the common man in 1960s politics. 

Workshop: Barry Goldwater - The Presidential Elections of the 1960s / 2 p.m. - Museum of the Great Plains
With the advent of television, presidential debates and negative advertising first appeared in national politics, setting the stage for three extraordinary and turbulent U.S. presidential elections in the 1960s. In a decade of massive social revolution and confrontation, the 1960 Kennedy/Nixon, 1964 Johnson/Goldwater, and 1968 Nixon/Humphrey/Wallace Presidential campaigns will be examined in light of surrounding national and world events.

Tuesday June 17 

Workshop: Rachel Carson - The Troubadour as Troublemaker / 10 a.m. – Cameron University Library
This musical workshop demonstrates how folksongs whose lyrics reflect issues of their times helped to rouse the public and bring about change. To the accompaniment of guitar, the workshop attendees will have the opportunity to sing along with song sheets from the Civil Rights and Labor Movements to the anti-war, pro-peace songs sung by the likes of Bob Dylan, Peter, Paul, and Mary, The Chad Mitchell and Kingston Trios, Joan Baez, Judy Collins and more. 

Workshop: Julia Child - Food Fads in America / 2 p.m. – Great Plains Technology Center
American eating habits have changed drastically throughout the years. In the early 20th century, food was considered a science. The post World War II years brought time-saving frozen food and TV dinners. Diet fads continue to pique the interest of our nation. Most recently, the Food Network has turned food into entertainment. This workshop will explore food trends in America and take a look at what a nation consumes.

5:30 p.m. - Food; 6:30 p.m. - Music; 7:30 p.m.- Charles Everett Pace as Malcolm X; hosted by Karen Vuranch as Julia Child - Lawton Public Library Plaza 

Wednesday June 18 

Workshop: Barry Goldwater - American Conservative Ideology through the Centuries / 10 a.m. – Cameron University Library
Conservatism as understood by Barry Goldwater has been in ideological development since the "Anti-Federalists" (led by Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison in 1789) insisted that President George Washington and the nation’s first Congress add a "Bill of Rights" to the Constitution. In 1960, Barry Goldwater fully articulated the modern conservative "conscience" that ultimately led to massive Republican victories for Ronald Reagan and others. Dr. Gary M. Gray as Goldwater will trace the ebb and flow of this movement historically as it has clashed with those preferring a strong central government. 
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Workshop: George Wallace - The Vietnam War and America / 2 p.m. - Museum of the Great Plains
This session will be a cultural examination of what the Vietnam War meant to American society and culture, using music and images to discuss how the war shaped and was shaped by American culture and values.

5:30 p.m. - Food; 6:30 p.m. - Music; 7:30 p.m. - Sally Ann Drucker as Betty Friedan; hosted by Karen Vuranch as Julia Child - Lawton Public Library Plaza 

Thursday June 19 

Workshop: Betty Friedan - Women and the Media / 10 a.m. – Cameron University Library
How do current media stereotypes of women affect our perceptions of others and ourselves? Have these stereotypes changed over time or remained the same in specific ways? This workshop will examine examples from advertising, television, movies, and literature to answer these questions. 

Workshop: Malcolm X - The Autobiography of Malcolm X / 2 p.m. - Museum of the Great Plains
This session will explore the ethnographic dimensions of “The Autobiography of Malcolm X” for what it reveals about urban black life in terms of politics, migration, sports, religion, and especially music, in the shaping and re-shaping of an African American creative and cultural aesthetic.

5:30 p.m. - Food; 6:30 p.m. - Music; 7:30 p.m. - Judy Gail as Rachel Carson; hosted by Karen Vuranch as Julia Child - Lawton Public Library Plaza 

Friday June 20 
Workshop: Malcolm X - A Bridge to the Muslim World / 10 a.m. – Cameron University Library
In this workshop, Charles Everett Pace demonstrates how presenting Malcolm X throughout the United States and abroad has produced a new model for promoting cross-cultural communication, civic engagement and advancing democratic values in a post 9/11 world. 

Workshop: Betty Friedan - Feminisms Then and Now / 2 p.m. - Museum of the Great Plains
This workshop will examine if the goals of feminism have changed since the 19th century, what women have achieved, and what still needs to be done. Dr. Sally Ann Drucker as Betty Friedan will examine first-, second-, and third-wave feminisms and feminists, from “the rule of thumb” to “girl power.”

5:30 p.m. - Food; 6:30 p.m. - Music; 7:30 p.m. - Gary Gray as Barry Goldwater; hosted by Karen Vuranch as Julia Child - Lawton Public Library Plaza 

Saturday June 21 

Workshop: Julia Child - Food as Fellowship / 10 a.m. – Lawton Public Library
Food has essential nutritional value, but it can also bring people together. When you gather with family and friends, celebrate an important occasion or comfort your spirit, food becomes the focus of the event. In this workshop, Karen Vuranch will tell stories of the role of food in our everyday lives. 

Workshop: Rachel Carson - Progress: Helpful or Hindrance / 2 p.m. – Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center
This workshop focuses on the concept of progress, what the word means, how scientific progress has been and continues to be viewed as it creates debate, and the need for regulations supervising the ultimate outcome. Judy Gail as Rachel Carson will lead a discussion about what we can do to help preserve our planet. 

5:30 p.m. - Food; 6:30 p.m. - Music; 7:30 p.m. - Dr. Doug Mishler as George Wallace; hosted by Karen Vuranch as Julia Child - Lawton Public Library Plaza 

About the Scholars

Charles Everett Pace as Malcolm X
Charles Everett Pace is a full-time national Chautauqua scholar residing in Texarkana, Texas. His other characters include Frederick Douglass, Langston Hughes, W. E. B. DuBois and Scott Joplin. Oklahomans will remember Pace from the 17 years he performed throughout the state as a member of the Great Plains Chautauqua. 

Chautauqua, page 4
Dr. Sally Ann Drucker as Betty Friedan
Dr. Sally Ann Drucker is an Associate Professor of English at Nassau Community College in New York. In 2005, she portrayed Lucrezia Borgia in Oklahoma’s Renaissance Chautauqua; other portrayals include Frances Wright, Emma Goldman, and Rosie the Riveter at chautauquas in 10 different states.

Judy Gail as Rachel Carson
A Kennedy Center trained Artist-In-Education, Judy Gail performs live presentations, historical portrayals and programs across the U.S. abroad. A resident of Jackson, MI, Gail is the Interpretive Director for The Ella Sharp Museum exhibit about the historic Jackson Prison and its reformist chaplain; she also presents performances and workshops for American History in the Schools and for the Michigan Humanities Council Touring Roster.

Dr. Gary M. Gray as Barry Goldwater
Dr. Gary M. Gray of Edmond is a publisher, historian, actor and author renowned for his historically accurate portrayals of nine of America's greatest citizens. He has performed/lectured in every state as well as around the world, receiving acclaimed reviews. Dr. Gray is the author of 13 books, including MR. PRESIDENTS: Voices of Freedom, Equality, and Dignity, which features historical "moments in time" featuring George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and many more.

Dr. Doug Mishler as George Wallace
In the last 15 years, Doug Mishler has brought history to life in more than 1,000 Chautauqua presentations and one-man shows, performing as P. T. Barnum, Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Ford, Ernie Pyle, Andrew Carnegie, Thomas Hart Benton, Edward R. Murrow and many others. With a Ph.D. in American Cultural History, Dr. Mishler is on the faculty at the University of Nevada. 
Karen Vuranch as Julia Child
Storyteller, actress, historian and writer Karen Vuranch uses historical research to create characters that bring history to life. In addition to her presentations as Pearl Buck, Clara Barton, Belle Starr and others, she is a traditional storyteller and has been performing in schools, libraries and communities for more than 20 years. Vuranch has served as an Adjunct Faculty at Concord University for the past 15 years and also presents workshops on the techniques of storytelling and how to collect oral history.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Janet Williams, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
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