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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 15, 2004

Military veterans should not delay enrollment for summer, fall college classes at Cameron
Military veterans who plan to utilize educational benefits through the Veterans Administration to go to college this summer or fall are being urged to enroll early by the Cameron University Office of Veterans Affairs.
Early enrollment for the summer and fall semesters at Cameron opens Monday, March 29. Graduate students and seniors will be allowed to enroll on that date, with juniors enrolling Tuesday, March 30. Sophomores enroll Wednesday, March 31, and freshmen can enroll starting Thursday, April 1.
Veterans should enroll as early as possible for both the summer and fall semesters and provide the CU Veterans Affairs office with a copy of both enrollment schedules, said CU Veterans Affairs coordinator Vicki Henson.
Since the CU Veterans Affairs office does not issue educational checks and is not directly affiliated with the Veterans Administration, it cannot guarantee that veterans won't experience a short break in benefits if they don’t enroll as soon as possible, although the VA will reimburse any amount owed in back pay – up to a year after the student takes a course – once their certification has been processed.
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Veterans should give Henson their schedules for summer courses no later than April 2. Sixteen-week and first 8-week schedules for the fall should be turned in no later than June 7, and second 8-week fall courses by Aug. 6.
Henson encouraged students to invest their time in making careful course selections. Those who want reimbursement must take only those courses allowed as part of their VA educational plan. They should also avoid making multiple changes to their enrollment schedules, since it creates a delay in the processing of educational benefits. Another way to avoid delays in processing is to make sure that any financial holds are cleared with the university as soon as possible, Henson said, since a student cannot enroll for a new semester until past debts are paid.
Veterans with questions may contact Henson at 580/581-2301, or visit the CU Veterans Affairs office in 332 North Shepler on the main campus in Lawton. Those who are uncertain whether they are eligible for VA educational benefits may call the VA regional office in Muskogee at 888/442-4551.
More information on veterans’ benefits is available at the national VA education web site: www.gibill.va.gov. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.







