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Cameron University International Office

214-215 North Shepler * 581-2838/591-8019 * email: international@cameron.edu


BE A FULL-TIME STUDENT EACH SPRING AND FALL SEMESTER.

You must complete (not just enroll in) a full-time course load each spring and fall semester. The minimum for graduate students is 9 credit hours; or 12 credit hours for undergraduates. No more than 3 credit hours of on-line or distance education courses can be counted as a full course of study. You are not required to attend school during the summer session, but you may do so. If you need to drop below full-time status for ANY reason, make an appointment to see the DSO (Designated School Official, located in the International Office) before you drop any classes. 

NEVER WORK OFF-CAMPUS UNLESS YOU HAVE A CURRENT AUTHORIZATION FROM THE DSO AND FROM US-CIS/ICE. 
[US-CIS/ICE refers to the agencies in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security that enforce most of the regulations that apply to you as a foreign visitor to the United States. These agencies are Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS) or Immigration and Customs Enforcements (ICE)] The common understanding of the term “employment” is one person providing services that benefit another, and in exchange receives some type of benefit from the party to whom the services were provided. If you are “employed” even if your “employment” is an internship, co-op job, or goes by any other name. U.S. Departments of Homeland Security, Justice, and Labor regulations strictly limit where, when, and for how many hours you may be employed in the U.S. You are also not allowed to be self-employed while in the U.S. Before volunteering for any job, please contact the International Office to clarify whether it is acceptable under the Department of Labor regulations. Make an appointment with the International Office before you accept any job on campus or off campus to obtain the required authorizations and to make the required SEVIS notifications. You must maintain full-time status whether or not you are working on or off campus. Work is limited to 20 hours per week or less while school is in session. You may work more than 20 hours per week during summer and official school breaks. If you work illegally, you cannot be reinstated to F-1 visa status and risk deportation.  Most on-campus jobs, by Cameron University policy, are still limited to 20 hours per week during the breaks. 
Note: The general prohibition on off-campus employment is federal law and is not open to interpretation or discussion. If the university is provided with proof that you are employed off campus without authorization, your F-1 status will be terminated immediately.

KEEP YOUR IMMIGRATION-RELATED DOCUMENTS CURRENT AT ALL TIMES. 

Your passport should be valid for at least 6 months into the future. Your passport is renewed through your home country. 

YOUR IMMIGRATION DOCUMENTS MUST BE CARRIED WITH YOU.

These include your passport, I-94 card, and your I-20. You can be fined $100 and/or sent to jail for up to 30 days if you do not have your documents with you. While you are in Lawton, it is safe for you to carry copies of these documents, but you need to take the originals with you if you leave town. You should also travel with a current copy of your transcript.  A driver’s license or state identification card cannot replace the requirement to carry your immigration documents.
INSIDE THE U.S., YOU MUST MAINTAIN YOUR VISA STATUS, NOT YOUR VISA STICKER IN YOUR PASSPORT. 
The visa sticker can expire while you are in the U.S. because its ONLY function is to serve as a key to enter or re-enter the U.S. You must maintain your status, not your sticker, to legally stay in the U.S. If your status is not maintained, you should depart the U.S., even if your visa sticker shows that you have time remaining. You only need to renew an expired visa sticker if you leave the U.S. and want to re-enter. Only students are granted D/S on their I-94; other visa holders are given a specific departure dates. D/S stands for “Duration of Status” and means that you are legally in the U.S. as long as you maintain your F-1 visa status. You will note the D/S notation on your I-94 and on your I-20. 
ONLY ATTEND THE SCHOOL ON YOUR CURRENT I-20.

To attend another school, you must transfer to that school or receive a concurrent enrollment letter from the DSO. 

REPORT YOUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS, NAME, OR MAJOR(S)/MINOR(S) WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE CHANGE USING THE FORM PROVIDED BY THE CU INTERNATIONAL OFFICE.

You may be fined $200 or placed in jail for up to 30 days if US-CIS does not have your current address. You are responsible for updating your information through the International Office. The International Office will update your information both in the Cameron University database and in SEVIS (Student & Exchange Visitor Information System, a database that monitors F-1 visa students and other visa holders while they are in the U.S.). 

OBTAIN A NEW I-20 WHENEVER YOU MAKE A CHANGE IN DEGREE LEVELS.

(Degree levels are Associate, Bachelor, Masters, etc.). This includes changing levels at the same school or at a different school. This also includes beginning a new degree at the same level (for instance, if you decide to obtain a second Bachelors degree). 

OBTAIN A TRAVEL ENDORSEMENT ON THE BACK OF YOUR I-20 BEFORE LEAVING THE U.S. IF YOU PLAN TO RE-ENTER.

This endorsement is not necessary if you are permanently returning home. To have your I-20 endorsed, bring your I-20 and a copy of your transcript to the DSO. You do not need an appointment for an I-20 endorsement.
KNOW AND ABIDE BY FEDERAL, STATE, AND UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS.

You should never forget that you are not in your home country. Due to the close tracking of foreign visitors to the United States at this time, it is vital that you stay in status and that you stay informed about new regulations which may dramatically change any or all of the above requirements at any time. You should check your email daily, since this is the method used by the DSO to keep you informed of regulations. On-campus meetings and website updates may also be used to keep you abreast of regulatory changes. Please write today’s date and sign your name on the lines below.  Then, turn in this document to the International Office. 

Thank you for letting us help you maintain your visa status!
________________________
_______________________________________________
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