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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 23, 2008
Cameron to host Science Detectives Summer Academy
Cameron University’s Southwest Area Health Education Center (SwAHEC), Department of Biological Sciences, and Department of Education will  host a residential summer academy for eighth and ninth grade students from June 1 - 7, with students presenting laboratory findings at Cameron University’s Science and Technology Complex. Forty students will converge at Cameron, travelling from hometown destinations that encompass virtually every region of Oklahoma, including Chattanooga, Oklahoma City, Dustin, Tulsa and more. The summer academy is underwritten by a grant from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.
“This is the second year that we will be hosting the Science Detectives Summer Academy at Cameron University,” said Joe Langley, D.Min., director of SwAHEC and director of the summer academy. “We’re going to let these future scientists get a taste of what it’s like to work in the field and in the lab, then present their findings. Cameron’s academy is one of a number of science and mathematics summer academies being hosted at colleges throughout the state this summer.”

The academy bridges the gap between talking about science in a classroom to conducting scientific work in the field and laboratory. During the weeklong academy, students will go out into the field to collect water samples from area lakes, streams and ponds. The samples will then be tested in the laboratory for the presence and amount of coli forms. In addition to the hands-on field and lab opportunities, students will also hear from professionals in various healthcare fields about career opportunities for those with a strong science education.
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The students will present the results of their study to parents and friends during a poster presentation at the close of the academy, Saturday, June 7, at 9:30 a.m., in the Cameron University Sciences Complex. This presentation will be open to the public and media.

The Science Detectives Summer Academy is a collaborative effort of several departments of Cameron University. The academy’s design team is Carla Guthridge, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Biological Sciences; Dennis Frisby, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences; Michelle Smith, Ph.D., Chair of the Department of Education; Beth Young, M.S., Healthcare Careers Coordinator for SwAHEC; Lora Young, Program Assistant III for SwAHEC; and Dr. Langley.

Students will be supervised through the week by the design team and by science teachers from area public schools serving as mentors:  Rebecca Adams, Lawton Eisenhower High School; Denise Linzman, Suzanne Phillips, and James Crews, Lawton MacArthur High School; Kelly McGlothlin, Anadarko Middle School; and Angelica Rodriguez, Lawton Carriage Hills Elementary School. Cameron science students Keri Franz, Richard Clark and Brandi O’Daniel, all of Lawton, will also serve as science mentors. 
Participants in the academy were selected from applications submitted by students from across the state. The students were asked to submit a statement of why they wanted to attend the academy. A letter of recommendation from a science teacher or school administrator was also a part of the application process. 
The Summer Academies for Science and Mathematics is a program of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. Through this program, middle school and high school students can attend the academies free of charge. It serves as an opportunity for students to experience, study, and live on a college campus. More than 80% of students who participate in summer academies attend Oklahoma colleges or universities immediately after high school compared to 58% of total high school graduates. More than 80% also graduate from Oklahoma colleges and universities compared to 50% of the total high school graduates.
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