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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 14, 2007
McCasland’s continue support with $165,000 contribution to CU Centennial Gardens
Continuing their tradition of support to Cameron University, Duncan residents Tom and Monica McCasland have donated $165,000 to the University for construction of The Monica and Tom McCasland Family Pond as part of the Centennial Gardens on CU’s main campus in Lawton.  

The McCaslands made the gift as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.  The 2.6 acre garden – to be located on what is now the North Shepler parking lot – is designed to enhance the beauty of the campus, give students a more fulfilling college experience and provide a place to relax, study, socialize and enjoy the outdoors.  The gardens will also be a valuable asset to the local community.  In addition to the pond, the gardens will include paved walkways, benches and a variety of shade trees, flowers and shrubbery.  

“We appreciate Cameron University and the services it provides in our community,” Tom McCasland said.  “Cameron is close to our hearts, and we are proud to support the University and its students.”
The McCasland’s donation brings the total raised or pledged for construction of the Centennial Gardens to $669,133.
“Tom and Monica are long-time advocates of Cameron University,” said Cameron President Cindy Ross. “Their support has made a tremendous impact on the quality of education and overall collegiate experience students receive at Cameron University.” 
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The McCasland family has been a prominent supporter of Cameron, including membership in President’s

Partners and other contributions to the human ecology program, KCCU and lectureships as well as the McCasland Foundation providing a lead gift of $600,000 for the Centennial Students Activities Complex.  
Monica McCasland graduated from Cameron University and is a lifetime member of the CU Alumni Association.  She serves on the Cameron Foundation Board of Directors, the Development Advisory Committee for the University and was instrumental in helping Cameron secure the McCasland Challenge Grant Program which helped to fund 43 of the University’s 50 endowed lectureships.  Tom McCasland is president of Mack Energy in Duncan and a McCasland Foundation trustee.  The McCasland Foundation provides endowed scholarships which offer assistance to students and value to the University in recruiting quality students.  The foundation has also been a consistent contributor to Cameron University for numerous other programs and construction projects.
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