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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 13, 2007
Lawton couple gives four Triple Crown donations to Cameron
Cameron University President Cindy Ross recently accepted a $12,000 contribution from Lawton couple Dr. Gilbert “Gib” and Aulena Gibson as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.  The donation will establish four Triple Crown contributions.  
The donations are being named for Deanna Gibson Johnson and C. Carl Gibson, Jr., the Gibson’s children who attended Cameron; Vickie Hedgecock Gibson, the couple’s daughter-in-law and Cameron graduate and Sharon Rogers Scott, Dr. Gibson’s longtime assistant who also graduated from CU.  
“Gib and Aulena Gibson are exceptional friends and supporters of Cameron University,” said Ross.  “Their leadership has contributed in many ways to the development and enhancement of the University.  In fact, I cannot overstate the significant roles that Gib and Aulena have played.  We are grateful for their latest effort which will ensure Cameron students receive a complete collegiate experience.”
The Gibson’s relationship with Cameron spans more than four decades. The couple has contributed to many parts of University including KCCU, Cameron Athletics, business, music, liberal arts and the list goes on.  They are also members of the Cameron University Centennial Commission and the CU President’s Partners which Aulena helped to found in 1989.  In addition, each has served on the CU Foundation Board of Directors where Aulena served as chair, and have each received the prestigious Cameron University Distinguished Service Award.
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Gibson, ADD ONE

“We are proud of Cameron and what it has done to promote and provide higher education to the people of Southwest Oklahoma and beyond,” said Dr. Gibson.  “We are grateful to have Cameron University and proud to offer our support for its continued growth.”
Dr. Gibson opened a dental practice in Lawton before becoming a successful business entrepreneur in the financial industry and nationally recognized spokesperson for Southwest Oklahoma. His career highlight was being appointed Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army for Oklahoma in 1994.  Gibson is the Founding Trustee and current President of the Lawton Community Foundation and also serves as a board member for IBC Bank and the Oklahoma State Fair.   In 2004, he was named Lawton Ambucs Man of the Year, and he has been inducted in the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. 

Aulena Gibson’s community involvement extends beyond her commitment to Cameron University.  She is also active in many community organizations volunteering with the Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra, Arts for All, Friends of the Library, Voluntary Action Center, International Festival and the Cameron University Foundation. At First Presbyterian Church, she serves as a choir member, organist, teacher, deaconess and elder.  She has been recognized with several awards throughout the years, including Citizen of the Arts, First Lady of Lawton, and Governor’s Arts Award for Community Service.

Contributions at the Triple Crown level allow donors to make a significant commitment to the campaign and spread the donation over a three-year period at a rate of $1,000 per year.  

The Centennial Student Activities Complex, to be located in the heart of campus, will provide a modern location for students to study, dine, interact and relax.  The complex will feature a student union, student 
activities areas, meeting rooms, an art gallery, dining areas and community spaces for students to make lasting memories.

The complex will not only serve Cameron students but will also serve the community for a variety of functions.  The second floor of the state-of-the-art complex will house a ballroom with seating for 400 connected to a balcony that will overlook the Centennial Gardens, another campaign initiative.  This area will be well suited for hosting high school proms, weddings and other community events.  
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Gibson, ADD TWO
Nearly $9.5 million have been contributed or pledged to Cameron’s newly expanded Changing Lives campaign.  The recently launched Dig Deeper Challenge raised the campaign goal to $10 million.
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