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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 2, 2007
CU student receives English award
Cameron University’s outstanding English major Jessica Bench of Lawton was recently awarded the prestigious Geraldine Burns Award during the Oklahoma Council of Teachers of English (OCTE) Spring Conference.   OCTE presents one award to each University’s top English student.
English and foreign languages instructor Felicia Godwin, J.D., served as emcee of the conference.  Godwin is the OCTE president and helped to organize the event which recognizes college English majors who plan to teach.

“Since the Geraldine Burns Award winners are nominated and chosen by the faculties of their respective schools, it’s a high honor for the recipients,” said Godwin.  “It’s also a very nice resume entry for any teacher looking for a first job.”

The Geraldine Burns Award program is the cornerstone of the OCTE’s new “Grow Our Own” program, which seeks to support English and language arts teachers in the beginning years of their careers. OCTE provides mentoring, information, and conference programming to address the issues that lead to many new teachers burning out and quitting the profession. The award is meant not only to recognize distinguished undergraduates, but to welcome them into the profession and help them stay there.
CU students also had the opportunity to showcase their writing skills by presenting papers at the conference.  Robin St. Germaine of Duncan presented “Women Characters in 19th Century Fiction” and Angela Schertle of Lawton presented her paper, “Victorian Education through the Magnifying Glass in Alice in Wonderland.”
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