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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 3, 2004

(NOTE March 5-6 date in 7th graf.)

Cameron dominates state speech/debate tourney

Cameron University’s speech and debate team ended a string of four consecutive weekends on the road with multiple first place finishes in the Oklahoma Speech Theatre and Communication Association State Tournament, held recently at Connors State College. 
Ten Cameron students participated in the contest, with each bringing home at least one finalist award. 
Cameron took first place in debate sweepstakes, individual event sweepstakes and overall sweepstakes. In all, the team placed first in 13 of 21 possible categories en route to 36 total awards. 
“I could not be prouder of the work that our students have done this year,” said CU assistant communication professor Eddie Skaggs, who is the team’s coach.  “They set very high goals in an effort to maintain Cameron's national reputation and they have represented the university remarkably well all year long.”
Zach Fort from Mannford placed first in prose interpretation, informative speaking, program oral interpretation and pentathlon as he was honored as the state’s top overall competitor.  Other OSTCA state champions from Cameron included Kamaya Ousley from Lawton in poetry, Sarah Collins from Denison, Texas, in communication analysis, Genee Gorup of Wichita, Kan., in persuasive speaking, and Matt Sexton from Lawton and Lance Witti from Comanche in novice parliamentary debate. Fort and Witti placed first in duo interpretation.

(over)

state champions, ADD ONE 
The state tournament ended the team’s debate participation for the year.  Still to go are three “individual events” tournaments.  
Members still working to qualify events for nationals will travel to the University of Oklahoma for the American Forensics Association District Tournament on March 5-6. The AFA National Individual Events Tournament will follow at California State University-Long Beach on the first weekend in April.  
Gorup's first-place finish in persuasive speaking qualified her for the Interstate Oratory contest to take place at Glendale Community College in Glendale, Arizona.
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